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Also; Jôrg Haider in Montreal and Hugh Segal on Gangsta Rap! 


NEWS - 

SSMU elections kick off today -pg. 3 


CULTURE - 

Crystal meth, coke, and raving -pg 16 
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JUST MOVED 

OPENING SPECIAL 



STUDENT HER & HIM 

Q y I* ^ with or without appointment 



Schwarzkopf* 



1 0<Vo off all other hair 



services 



MtOIISUONAl 

Wr l I'.r pPorniTT*; 



'Special valid to Mar 31/00 



225 SHERBROOKE WEST (corner Jeanne Mance) ® 842-8672] 



HEAD OVER HEELS F 
THE BEST RATES 












We’re going head over heels to 
give you the best rates for your 
summer holidays. Come see us! 



::vonfiES CAMPUS 



The only agency for student travel 



3480 McTavish 

(Shatner Building) 

2085 Union 

(Comer Sherbrooke) 



398-0647 

284-1368 

WWW. voyagescampus.com 
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THAI-BOX^ 

Evaluation & personal 
Pi 



new equipment 



i Step aerobics 
AND MUCH MORE. 







^MONDAY TO FRIDAY • 7am • 9pm^ 
^SATURDAY & SUNDAY • 10am • 6pmg^^^ 



372 Ste. Catherine W. Suite 102 (514) 871-1111 ^ 



Senate Gives OK 



for Protest 



Classes will not be cancelled on “day of awareness" 



Bv Jason Chow and Ben Errett 



S enate passed a motion at yesterday’s 
mating for a day of awareness lo 
voice protest against government 
funding cutbacks. 

The motion was initialed by SSMU 
President Andrew Tischler as a resimnse to 
what he saw as a lack of commitment from 
the provincial government. 

The protest will lake place on March 3. 
The event will take place from 11 am to 
3pm and will include petition signing, 
information pickets, and a teach-in to 
inform ail members of the McGill commu- 
nity of the funding crisis. Students may 
join the event without any academic 
|)enalty but classes will be held as sched- 
uled. 

"It’s clear to me, from meeting with the 
government, that no increase in funding is 
uiKoming,” said Tischler. 

“The provincial government is admit- 
ting McGill is underfunded but says it 
won’t increase funding because of other 
universities. They’re trying lo gel us to fight 
amongst ourselves." 

Tischler predicted that Quebec 
Education Minister Françojs Legault will 
try to divide the ranks at next week’s Youth 
Summit by blaming university administra- 



tions for students’ grievances. "I think it is 
imiwrtant tliat we lake a stand as a united 
McGill community," said Tischler. But Vice 
Principal (Research) Pierre Belanger did 
not agree and criticized the initiative for its 
lack of objective. 

"Wliat is this supiwsed to do? A day of 
awareness...so what?” said Belanger. “I 
don’t know what this means.” 

In response to Belanger, Tischler 
amended his motion, adding specifically 
what will happen during the day. 

Senator Deanna Cowan from Libraries 
was supportive of the student-led initiative. 

"1 believe that the government has 
been unrecqitive to the calls for funding 
from senior administration," said Cowan. 
"1 think aligning with the student body 
will help. The government will listen to 
students." 

The issue of suspending classes for tlie 
protest brought about some discussion at 
the meeting. Tischler’s amendment ailed 
on Senate to suspend classes and close 
offices for the 4 hour protest Chemistry 
Professor Patrick Fanell raised the |wint 
that Senate does not have the power to do 
this, but the principal does. 

“I have no intention of cancelling 
classes," Shapiro responded to the request. 

Belanger added that, while classes may 
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be easy to cancel, labs that only occur once 
every two weeks would be ini|K)ssible to 
cancel. 

Tischler concluded by noting that his 
motion was a call for the whole university, 
and not just the student body, to come 
together and send the government a mes- 
sage. 

The protest vvas originally scheduled lo 
take place on February 18, but Tischler 
post|X)ned the date to March 3 because the 
earlier date was “completely untenable." 

Tischler also said Üiat the March 3 date 
was im|)ortant, stressing that it would be 
shortly after the Youth Summit and right 
before the provincial budget. 

The motion came on the same day the 
administration and student leaders from 
both McGill and Université de Montreal 
sent a joint Ojicn letter to the Quebec gov- 
ernment calling for a restoration of fund- 
ing. 

Both Shapiro and Tischler along with 
U de M Rector Robert Lacroix and student 
federation leader Patrick Lebel signed the 
letter. 

"Our univeRities have come to the 
consensus that we are currently under- 
financed by J650-million each year," said 
the letter. 
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SSMU Candidates 
) Hit the Ground 
^ -^od Running 

Thirty-one candidates vie for coveted executive and senate spots 



ri 



BV Simon Rabinovitcii and Jon Bricker 

The nomination period for next 
montlTs SSMU elections came and went 
hist night. In all, 31 candidates siibmittc*d 
nominations fomis for the always hotly 
conte.sted Kxccutive and Senate seals as 
campus’ |K)lling prognosticators began 
making their picks for next year’s student 
leaders. 

leading the way in the Presidential 
category were three candidate, former 
Clubs and Services rep and ivrennial 
fainiliar-face-on-campus Tamana 
Kochar, this year's VP Community and 
Government Wojtek Baraniak, and 
Romulo Severino, a nevseomer to the roles 
of student leaders at McGill. 

Each sal down with The Daily yester- 
day to lay the groundwork for their cam- 
paigns and predict what will lie the hot 
issues up for debate in the weeks to come. 

"SSMU needs to Ire shaken up and 
reminded of its puqrosc to serve students,” 
said Kochar. She says that she can balance 



accessible. ‘‘The building is ^ 

inaccessible to handicapped 
students and a lot of stu- 

the students,’ said Severino. 17 ) Comniiiniaitions and Emits amlidate Eosla Drilsas 
“It is the students who make 
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with The Daily yc"ster- the decisions, not me. I want to reiircsent 
indwork for their cam- their voice.” 
t what will l)e the hot Severino believes that two of the most 
e in the weeks to come, contentious election issues will be the 

to t)e shaken up and Coca-Cola exclusivity deal and the pro- 
ri>osc to serve students,” |)osal for a jirivate college at .McGill, «’hile 
lys that she can balance he refused to express a stance on either 

issue, he joined the other 
two candidates in saying 
he was iileiised that the 
CB(\ was going to a refer- 
endum. 

“I don’t want to pres- 
ent a personal opinion. 
The outcome of the referen- 
dum will be the ultimate 
decision,” said Severino. 
‘Any future similar, or even 
dissimilar, projects and 
decisions should be treatcxl 
in the same way.” 

Other SSMU-wannabes 
made their candidacies offi- 
cial last night as well. 
Amarkai Liryea, Clara 
Mdailiid lx)/Kftd IbimiloSenrino PeRomulo and Jacquie 



a sense of what day-to-day student life is 
really like, with impressive cxiwrience and 
a CV that includes four years of SSMU 
council ex|K'rience, roles on a host of 
council committees, and a longtime role 
in RVC residence where she is a Floor 
Fellow and /Vssistanl Director. 

She also pointed to what she called a 
string of failures on SSMU’s part to S|)end 
new student fees to get projects like the 
.MSF bursary program and the daycare off 
the ground. Kochar identified among her 
goals improving SSMU-Faculty 
(\ssa’iation relations, investment in the 
library, and i>eer advising refonns. 

Baraniak meanwhile, stressed the 
value of his experience this year on the 
SSMU executive. “Come the first of May, 
I’m the one who can enter office and 
know what’s going on,” he said. 
”Ex|)erience is the key.” 

He pointed to goals for incre:ised 
transparency' in council’s financial mat- 
ters, increasing on-line student services, 
and making the Shatner building more 



Poilras are set to vie for the the opiwrtut 
VP University /Vffairs position. duni questic 

Incumbent AUS Representative to FTCCavotin 
SSMU, Jeremy Farrell and Louis-Philipiie ond questii 
Messier, SSMU’s Francophone whether they 

Commissioner, will face off for the VP tion in an 

Community and Government Affairs. Agreement w 
The fiercest com|)clition 

is in the race, for VP '* ’ 

announced Iheir plans lo 
c'hodos, Kosta' Dristas, Bob 

Tarie and Pete Vt'ielgosz. Î* 

Facing off for VP Clubs 
:uidtoviresar^ 

OiKrations portfolio. 

To date, two debate are \f Community and Gc 



scheduled to give candidates opportuni- 
ties to duke it out over the issues. One is 
tentatively slated for March 2, Leacock 
232 , 8pm, while the First Year Committee 
of Council will host a debate in Bishop 
Mountain Hall, March 6 at 7pm. 

Students after the twelve student seats 
on McGill’s senate made their Senate can- 
didacies official last night as well. John 
Douhuiinis, AJ Silber and Sunaina Talwar 
are facing off over the Management seat. 
The Science |X)st will be contested between 
Faiz /\hmad and Amit Grover. William 
Bond and Kate Wolf make up the race for 
Engineering Senator. 

Several [wsitions have already been 
acclaimed, pending further nominations. 
.Michael Hershfield and Fred Sagel are set 
to be next year's /\rts Senators, while Matt 
M'yndowe will represent the student body 
on the Board of Governore and Blake 
McGreevy will head up the Financial 
Ethics Research Committee. 

All |H)Sitions will be up for grabs 
March 7, 8, and 9 at iwlling stations 
across campus. Students will also have 
the opiwrtunity to vote on two referen- 
dum questions, one which would give 
FTCC a voting seat on council, and a sec- 
ond question which asks students 
whether they support SSMU’s participa- 
tion in an exclusive Cold Beverage 
Agreement with Coke. 
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HAIR CARE 


(iiiniulaij dii'ouyli tliiirsdiiy) 


4059 Sl-Liiireiit 

(comw of Diilulli) 


$20 CUT AND 


842-0989 


SHAMPOO 




AVEDA. J 



W Community and Goivrntnwnt Affairs uannabe 
Louis-PbiliplK Messier 



Sexual Assault Centre of McGill Students’ Society 

Fire With Water 

Call for Submissions 

•Î* Fire with Water is a free, bilingual publication containing prose, 
poetry, and visual an pertaining to sexual assault 
<* Fire with Water acts as a forum for survivors of se.xual assault and 
their supporters 

•> All submissions, French or English, arc welcome 
❖ Submissions can be dropped off: 

• in the box in the foyer of the Shatner Student Centre at 3480 
McTavish 

• in the box in the SACOMSS ofTice in Rra. 5200 of the new 
Brown Student Services Centre at 3600 McTavish 

• or mailed to: SACOMSS, University Centre 

3480 McTavish, Montreal, PQ 
H3A 1X9 

• Deadline for Submissions is; 

FRIDAY, MARCH 3"*, 2000 



Daily Publication Society 

^ (DPS) ^ 

Special General Meeting (SGM) 
Thursday March 5, 2000 
time and place TEA 

The Election of the DPS Board of Directors will take 
place at the SGM. Nominations open February 9 and 
close March 1. 

Nomination kits available at McGill Daily Office, 
room B07 and B03. Candidates will be announced 
between March 1 and March 9. 

For further infonuation 
please contact: 

John Godfrey, Cliief Returning Officer, DPS, at 
398-6790 or 398-6784 



Everyone writes about food, but only The Daily gives you.... 

FREE FRIES! 

see coupon on page 1 6 



Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 1 02 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3248 

Students are covered for Eye Exams ond oet $75 toward Glasses or 
Contacts wifn their Healtli Insurance 

One-Day Atuvue • Acuvue 2 • Acuvue Bifocal 
Visual Examinotion, OHIP Accepted 

Contact Lenses from $80 

Immediate delivery on most prescriptions. 

Glasses in 24 Hours on most prescriptions. 

Special Consideration to Students and Staff 
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2 months 
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372 Ste. Catherine W. Suite 102 (514) 871-1111 



THAI-BOX 

Evaluation & personal 
program by certified staff 



new equipment 



treadmill, rowing machine, 
cardio max 

AEROBIC DANCE 



Step aerobics 
AND MUCH MORE. 
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JUST MOVED 
OPENING SPECIAL 
STUDENT HER & HIM 

Q y y ^ with or without appointment 

f f 0% off all other hair 

Schwarzkopf* services 

'special valid to Mar 31 /CX) 
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225 SHERBROOKE WEST (corner Jeanne Mance) (£) 842-8672 



HEAD OVER HEELS FOR 
THE BEST RATES 



We’re going head over heels to 
give you the host rates for your 
summer holidays. Come see us! 

tlVOWfiES CAMPUS 

The only agency for student travel 



3480 McTavish 

(Shatner Building) 

2085 Union 

(Comer Sherbrooke) 



398-0647 

284-1368 

WWW. voyagescampus.com 



Senate Gives OK 
for Protest 

Classes will not be cancelled on "day of awareness" 



Bv Jason Chow and Ben Errett 

S enate passed a motion at >tstcrday's 
meeting for a day of awareness to 
voice protest against government 
funding cutbacks. 

The motion was initiated by SSMU 
President Andrew Tischler as a resiionse to 
what he saw as a lack of commitment from 
the provincial government. 

The protest will take place on March 3- 
The event will take place from 11 am to 
3pm and will include petition signing, 
infonnation pickets, and a teach-in to 
infonn all members of the McGill commu- 
nity of the funding crisis. Students may 
join the event without any academic 
IKnalty but classes will be held as sched- 
uled. 

“It’s clear to me, from meeting with the 
government, that no increase in funding is 
uiKoming," said Tischler. 

"The provincial government is admit- 
ting McGill is underfunded but sa)s it 
won’t increase funding because of other 
universities. They're trying to get us to fight 
amongst ourselves." 

Tischler predicted that Quebec 
Education Minister Françojs Legault will 
try to divide the ranks at next week’s Youth 
Summit by blaming university administra- 



tions for students’ grievances. "I think it is 
im|X)rtant tliat we kike a skind as a united 
McGill community," said lischler. But Vice 
Principal (Research) Pierre Belanger did 
not agree and criticized the initiative for its 
lack of objective. 

“VPliat is tliis supjxised to do? A day of 
awareness...so what?" said Belanger. “I 
don’t know what this means." 

In response to Belanger, Tischler 
amended his motion, adding specifically 
what will happen during the day. 

Senator Deanna Cowan from Libraries 
was supportive of the student-led initiative. 

"I believe that the goiemment has 
been unrcceyitive to the calls for funding 
from senior administration," said Cowan. 
“I think aligning with the student body 
will help. The goremment will listen to 
students." 

The issue of suspending classes for tlie 
protest brought about some discussion at 
the meeting. Tischler’s amendment called 
on Senate to suspend classes and close 
offices for the 4 hour protest Chemistry 
Professor Patrick Farrell raised the point 
that Senate does not have the |X)wer to do 
this, but the principal does. 

"I hase no intention of canœlling 
classes," Shapiro responded to the request. 

Belanger added that, while classes may 



be easy to c.incel, labs that only occur once 
every two weeks would be im|X)ssible to 
cancel. 

Tischler concluded by noting that his 
motion was a call for the whole university, 
and not just the student body, to come 
together and send the government a mes- 
sage. 

The protest was originally scheduled to 
take place on Féruary 18, but Tischler 
postiKined the date to March 3 because the 
earlier date was “completely untenable." 

Tischler also said tliat the March 3 date 
was important, stressing that it would be 
shortly after the Youth Summit and right 
before the provincial budget. 

The motion came on the same day the 
administration and student leaders from 
both McGill and Université de Montreal 
sent a joint ojien letter to the Quebec gov- 
ernment calling for a restoration of fund- 
ing. 

Both Shapiro and Tischler along with 
U de M Rector Robert Lacroix and student 
federation Icider Patrick Lcbel signed the 
letter. 

"Our universities have come to the 
consensus that we are currently under- 
financed by J650-million each year," said 
the letter. 

















SSMU Candidates 
\§) Hit the Ground 

Running 

Thirty-one condidates vie for coveted executive and senate spots 



ity Simon RAmNovnn;ii and Jos Brickhr 

The nomination period for next 
munth’s SSMC elections came and went 
l:ist niglit. In all, 31 candidate submittcxl 
nominations fomis for the alwajs hotly 
contested Executive and Senate seats as 
campus’ jiolling prognosticators iK’gan 
making their picks for next year's student 
leaders. 

U-ading the way in the Presidential 
category' were three candidates, former 
r.hibs and Services reji and jierennial 
familiar-face-on-campus Tamana 
K(K.har, this year's VP Community and 
Oovernment Wojtek liaraniak, and 
Romulo Severino, a newcomer to the roles 
of student leaders at .McGill, 

Each sat down with The Daily yester- 
day to lay the groundwork for tlieir cam- 
paigns and predict what will lx; the hot 
issues up for debate in the weeks to come. 

"SS.MU needs to lx; shaken up and 
reminded of its puqx)se to serve students," 
said Kochar. She says that she can balance 






accessible. “The building is 
inaccessible to handicapped 
students and a lot of stu- 
dents don’t even like S|x;nd- 
ing time here. That takes 
students further away from 
the students’ society." 

Severino doesn’t expect 
to disclose details of his 
platform until at least 
tomorrow, but he did stress 
that lx;ttering student rqire- 
sentation would be central 
in his campaign. 

"The Student Society 
must reflect the opinions of 

the students, said Severino. \j> Commiiniailions and Emils anididala Kosla Drilsas 
"It is the students who make 







the decisions, not me. I want to represent 
their voice." 

Severino believes that two of the most 
contentious election issues will be the 
Coca-Cola exclusivity deal and the pro- 
[X)s;il for a private college at McGill. Wliile 
he refused to express a stance on either 
issue, he joined the other 
^ two candidates in saying 
^ he was ple;ised that the 
Cik\ was going to a refer- 
endum. 

"I don't want to pres- 
ent a jxirsonal opinion. 
The outcome of the referen- 
dum will be the ultimate 
decision," said Severino. 
'Any future similar, or even 
dissimilar, projects and 
decisions should be treated 
in the s:une way." 

Other SSMU-wannabes 
made their candidacies offi- 
cial last night as well. 



/\markai Ltr^ea, Clara A' 

PmklmtkiUmiKjtd Romulo Semino PeRomulo and Jacquie ai 

Poitras are set to vie for the It 
ly-to-day student life is VP University Affaire |X)sition. d 

pressiveex|x;rienceand Incumbent AUS Representative to F 
;s four years of SS.MU SS.MU, Jeremy Farrell and Louis-Philippe o 

e, roles on a host of Messier, SSMU’s Francophone w 

.■s, and a longtime role Commissioner, will face off for the VP ti 

yvhere she is a Fl(X)r Community and Government Affaire. A 

nt Director. The fiercest comwtition ___ 

ed to what she called a is in the race, for VP 

n SS.MU’s part to s|x;nd Communications and 

to get iirojctls like the Events. Five candidates 

am and the daycare off announced their plans to 

ir identified among her square off. They include 

ing SSMU-Faculty Jesse Andrews, Mark ^ 

)iis, investment in the Chodos, Kosta Dristiis, Bob f ‘ 

dvising reforms. Tarie and Pete Wielgosz. 

anwhile, stressed the Facing off for VP Clubs 
•ience this year on the and Services are Akin Maga, 

Come the first of May, Chris Gratto and Andre 'Æ 



a sense of what day-to-day student life is 
really like, with impressive ex|x;rience and 
a CV that includes four years of SS.MU 
council ex|x;rience, roles on a host of 
council committees, and a longtime role 
in RVC residence where she is a Fhxtr 
Fellow and <\ssistant Director. 

She also pointed to what she called a 
string of failures on SS.MU’s part to s|x;nd 
new student fees to get iirojctls like the 
•MSF bursary program and the daycare off 
the ground. K(x;har identified among her 
goals improving SSMU-Faculty 
;\ss(x:iation relations, investment in the 
library', and ix.vr advising reforms. 

Baraniak meanwhile, stressed the 
value of his ex|x;rience this year on the 
SS.MU executive. “Come the first of May, 
I’m the one who can enter office and 
know what’s going on,” he said. 
“ExiKTience is the key." 

He pointed to goals for increased 
transparency in council's financial mat- 
ters, increasing on-line student services, 
and making the Shatner building more 



scheduled to give candidates ojiportuni- 
tics to duke it out over tlie issues. One is 
tentatively slated for March 2, Leacock 
232, 8|)in, while the First Year Committee 
of Council will host a debate in Bishop 
Mountain Hall, March 6 at 7j)m. 

Students after the tyvelve student seats 
on McGill’s senate made their Senate can- 
didacies official last night as well. John 
Douhminis, AJ Silber and Sunaina Talwar 
arc facing off over the Management seat. 
The Science |X)st yvill be contested between 
Faiz Ahmad and Amit Grover. William 
Bond and Kate Wolf make up the race for 
Engineering Senator. 

Several jxisitions have already bam 
acclaimed, pending further nominations. 
Michael Hershfield and Fred Sagel are set 
to be next year's /\rts Senators, while Matt 
Vi'yndowe will represent the student body 
on the Board of Governors and Blake 
McGreevy will head u|) the Financial 
Ethics Research Committee. 

All [X)Sitions will be up for grabs 
March 7, 8, and 9 at |X)lling stations 
across campus. Students will also have 
the opixjrtunit)' to vote on two referen- 
dum questions, one which would give 
FTCC a voting seat on council, and a sec- 
ond question which asks students 
whether they sujiport SSMU’s particijta- 
tion in an e.xclusive Cold Beverage 
Agreement with Coke. 
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Nance. 

Jason Antao and Arif 
Chowdhury meanwhile, 
hope to unseal Kevin 
MePhee for the VP 
Oix;rations |X)rlfolio. ' 
To date, two debates are 
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Sexual Assault Centre of McGill Students’ Society 

Fire With Water 

Call for Submissions 

❖ Fire yvith Water is a free, bilingual publication containing prose, 
poetry, and visual art pertaining to scx'ual assault 

<• Fire with Water acts as a forum for survivors of sc.xual assault and 
their supporters 

•> All submissions, French or English, arc welcome 

❖ Submissions can be dropped off: 

• in the box in the foyer of the Shatner Student Centre at 3480 
McTavish 

• in the box in the SACOMSS office in Rra. 5200 of the new 
Brown Student Services Centre at 3600 McTavish 

• or mailed to: SACOMSS, University Centre 

3480 McTavish, Montreal, PQ 
H3A 1X9 

• Deadline for Submissions is: 

FRIDAY, MARCH 3^^ 2000 



Daily Publication Society 

^ (DPS) ^ 

Special General Meeting (SGM) 
Thursday March 5 , 2000 
time and place TBA 

The Election of the DPS Board of Directors will take 
place at the SGM. Nominations open February 9 and 
close March 1. 

Nomination kits available at McGill Daily Office, 
room B07 and B03. Candidates will be announced 
between March 1 and March 9. 

For further information 
please contact: 

John Godfrey, Chief Returning Officer, DPS, at 
398-6790 or 398-6784 



Everyone writes about food, but only The Daily gives you.. 



FREE FRIES! 

see coupon on page 1 6 



IF Community and Gonrulmimt ^airs uannabe 
Louis-Pbilififie Messier 



Goldstein & Goldstein Optometrists 

1 1 02 de Maisonneuve W. (between Peel & Stanley) 

844-3248 

Students are covered for Eye Exams and oef $75 toward Glasses or 



ni ii iTiim m r 



One-Day Acuvue - Aruvue 2 - Acuvue Bifocal 
Visual Examination, CHIP A«epted 

Conlod Lenses from $80 

Immediate delivery on most prescriptions. 
Glasses in 24 Hours on most prescriptions. 

Special Consideration to Students and Staff 
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Obsession With the Mob 

Professor Fred Garda phe explores the mafia’s relationship to men and their morals 



Bv MiaiEiiE Dean 

iTom The Godjalhcr to The 
Sopranns, ni;ifi:i culture Iuls Injcome a 
hallmark of /\merican pup culture, accord- 
in}; to Professor I'red Garda|ie of the State 
UniveRity of New York at Stonybrook at a 
talk on 'hiesday at McGill. 

Gardaplie j;ave an entertainiii}; talk 
entitled "The Gan};ster: From Ancient 
;\rchety|K! to Modern Trickster, or Why 
/\merican Culture is Obassed With the 
Mafia." 

GariLtphe, one of only thiw professors of 
llalian-j\merican studies in the world, 
arjtued that the mafia represenLs "a 
roadmap of sorts fnr/\meriean miisculinity." 

The SIJNV profosor iK'gan by tracinn 
the m;ifia motif not back to Mnerica, or 
even Sicily, but to Greece, wbere the (tanj;- 
ster tradition finds a clua’ link with Grivk 
mylholony which tells the story of llenues, 
the mesa'nper-(;(Kl who .stole his brother’s 
. cattle in an effort to increiLa* his status 
amoii}; the Olympians. 

"Hermes became a cbani|)ion for 
erpiality throu|;h the ac(|uisition of what 



the ruliii}; class has," said Gardaplie. That 
lent him the air of a "trickster" and jire- 
anled thievery as an attempt at social 
mobility outside the realm of accepted 
behaviour, a jiractice at once bth con- 
demned and admiasl in “pro|)er" society. 

Gardaplie went on to cxiiound on the 
i;an(;ster figure’s role in Miierican culture 
more directly. 

"In the moral fanaticism of /American- 
based culture," he e.\plained, “good and 
evil were sepanited, and as man strived 
towards his notion of pure good, he had to 
lie able to measure his progress by |ierson- 
ifying pure evil in others." The gangster, he 
continued, kvame the "other" against 
which /\merican men defined and deter- 
mined their ow'n liehaviour. 

Me sjxike too of /\nierica’s beloved fic- 
tional men. The godfather, for eximiple, 
can 1k' called a remnant of primitive 
Southern Italian culture that disap|K’ared 
for hundreds of yeais, only resurfacing in 
the Little Italics of New York. Truly then, 
sensationalised, modern gangster epics in 
tradition of Francis Copiwla’s well-known 
saga do contain grains of truth. 




Professor Gadarphe sfmke 
at iMCOck on Tuesday 



"Poets do not make ethnic niylhs, they 
simply record, in [loetical or allegorical 
form, the history of their iieople," he noted. 



lie also took the opiwrtunity to delve 
dce|ier into two hallmarks of mafia culture 
in America, The Godfather and The 
Sopranos. 

Ihe Godfather, according to 
Gardaplie, emphasized the deific qualities 
of the mafia, esiiccially the elderly Don 
Corleone of Marlon Brando fame. The 
mafia is seen as a "natural force in the 
Sicilian world," said Gardaplie, noting also 
the film’s reception by the Italian- 
Anicrican community who thought it sup- 
iwrtcd ethnic discrimination. 

By contnist, Ihe Sopranos can lie seen 
as hailing a new era of Miierican culture. 
Gardaplie argued that the film is funda- 
mentally abut "the eimisculation of the 
traditional male, who has been featured in 
even the most (\nierican films starring jew- 
els such its John Wayne." 

Tony Soprano, who Ills ken forced to 
break tbe code of silence surrounding the 
traditional m;ifia by talking to a psychia- 
trist about his haunting exivrience.s, 
ki’onies reprcwntative of the end of patri- 
archal codes. 

"The old world gangster is iinequi|)|Kxl 



to cojK’ with the intellectual and emotion- 
al demands of a [lost-modcrn world, in 
which the power of those who have control 
over infomiation and knowledge rivals 
tho.se who have physical muscle," conclud- 
ed Professor Gardaplie. 

The ltalian-/\nierican studies professor, 
one of only three around the world, also 
addressed a host of audience que-stions 
touching on themes ranging from lionio- 
eroticism’s role in the narcissistic world of 
the mafia, where dress and |x;rsonal 
ajuiearance are ixirtrayed :is almost impor- 
tant as achievements, to the symbiotic rela- 
tionship knveen the mafia and thegovern- 
ment, who tend to grow in pro|X)rtion to 
each other’s weakness. 

Another spectator also rcsked the 
important question of why Italians were 
chosen ms the gangster archety|X! in cul- 
ture when the mafia tradition in the real 
world extended to many other ethnic 
groiqis. 

"The Italian fiuiiily represents a com- 
munal fonii of living that is the antithesis 
of the individualisiiTof iLmerican society,” 
mused Professor Gardaplie. 



Teaching Science to the Ignorant Masses 



Science journalist Jay Ingram talks about the difficulties of reporting on science for television 



What is McGill Student 
Pugwash? 



Pugwash is the name of a 
small town in Nova Scotia that 
was the site of a conference in 
1957 attended by many promi- 
nent academics of the day 
including Albert Einstein and 
Bertrand Russel. The scholars 
signed a manifesto calling for 
all scientists of the world to 
engage in a discussion of their 
roles and responsibilities in the 
arms race. 

That initial meeting lead to 
the creation of the Pugwash 
Conferences of Science and 
World Affairs. This Nobel Prize 
winning international organi- 
zation promotes the responsi- 
ble use of science and technol- 
ogy with an emphasis on 
nuclear disarmament. McGill 
Student Pugwash is the only 
Canadian student chapter of 
this group. 

In addition to organizing' 
conferences and lectures, McGill 
Student Pugwash meets on a 
weekly basis for discussions on 
current topics involving scienc^ 
^ and society. The meetings take 
place on Mondays at 6:30 pm in 
Burnside Hall rm. 305 and new 
members are welcome. 



itv Joe ,\l\KiN 

'I’alkiiig alxnit science in llie ixquilar 
media is liaixl when Ibe general public are 
scientifically illiterate, according to 
renowned science writer and broadcaster 
Jay Ingnuii list Saturday at McGill. 

liigaram delivered the keynote address 
at the Mcliill Student I’ugwish conference 
on science and the media that took place 
in the McIntyre Medical building. 

The conference went by the whimsical 
title "Peanut Butter Causes Cancer: 
Science, Media and Popular Delusions.” 
The day long event involved sjieakers, 
workshops and a panel di.scussion each 
focusing on the challenges inherent in 
coniiiiunicating complex scientific issues 
to the general |iublic. 

Ingram was the host of the CBC Radio 
science program Quirks and Quarks 
ktween 1979 and 1992 kfore joining the 
Discovery Channel on cable television, lie 
is now co-host and producer of @discov- 
ery.ca, the only daily, hour-long, prime- 
time science news program in the world. 

The main focus of Ingram’s talk was 
the challenges and dangers of communi- 
cating science through the medium of tel- 
evision. He kgan by encouraging the 
audience to be very skqitical about any- 
thing they sec on K 

“Contrary to what you might exixxt, 
this is not going to k a talk promoting tel- 
evision as the medium for .science,” he 
said. 

Ingram klieves that the most serious 
obstacle prevïiiting the effective communi- 
cation of science is the widespread scientif- 
ic illiteracy of the public. He presented the 



results of a discovery channel survey which 
found that while 85 jer cent of North 
i\mericans know that the earth orbits the 
sun, only 50 ix;r cent know that this takes 
around 3(15 days and just 53 jx.‘rcent real- 
ize that humans and dinosaurs never 
shared the earth. 

"This means that one out of every two 
ixxiple you meet thinks that the dinosaurs 
walked the earth at the s:une time as iX!o- 
ple," he said. "This is the audience." 

The lack of a base of scientific knowl- 
edge on the part of the viewers means that 
a television program must devote a lot of 
time to providing background infomiation 
before a story can k told. Ingram 
explained that as much is half of a 6 
minute .science story can k sjxrnt giving 
background. 

"There has to k some kind of context 
so that they know what the hell you’re talk- 
ing akut," said Ingram. 

"In the medium of conversation you’re 
aided by the bhmk looks on the faces of the 
|xx)ple you’re talking to which we don’t 
have in television. We just assume they’re 
all blank." 

To put the issue of context into jier- 
six.’clive, Ingram used the exanqile of the 
plight of the financially troubled Ottawa 
Senators hockey team. 

"In reporting that story, there was no 
ntxxl to supply a context, no-one had to 
explain what the NHL was. If that were a 
science story we’d have to k saying, ‘now 
rememkr, here’s what hokey is, and here is 
the NHL, that’s a subsection of hockey 
where people get paid to play’ It’d k 
ridiculous." 

Ingram admitted that many science 



stories are comprorm.sed livrause so much 
hackground is neeiled. 

"Much of mrxlern science will never 



apiK’ar on our show, it’s jirst too far down 
the context line." 

A large part of the talk dealt with story- 
telling techniques which are uni(|ue to the 
medium of television and have an impact 
on the way that the audience |K'rceives sci- 
entific subject matter 

To survive in tbe 60-channel universe 
of cable IT, a prognun must catch the eye 
of a channel surfer and make them want to 
watch. 



d 



"The visual is everylhing in television," 
said Ingram. 

To illustrate his [xrint, Ingnun present- 
ed several clips from @discovcry.ca that 
were exruiiples of stories well sirited to K 
One of them was an e.xcerpt from a jiiece 
called, "Killer Dolphin.s", which was the 
lead story on the highest rated show in the 
history’ of the prognun. It consisted of ama- 
teur video footage of a kttlenose dolphin 
atLacking a small harkur |x)rix)ise. 

"Stories like 'Killer Dolphins’ are jx;r- 
fecl for television," he said, "when you 
have the pictures." 

Ingram klieves that one of the con- 
sequences of telling a "slightly sensa- 
tional" science story in a visual way is 
that the human mind is mislead by the 
convincing imagery and tends not to 
think critically about the information 
king presented. 

“I think there’s an unequal competi- 
tion going on in the human brain, when a 
visual image and the S|X)kcn word are |)re- 
sented simultaneously," he said. 

Because of the need to tell stories visu- 
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jay Ingram warns against 
sensationalizing science news 

ally, certain subjc*cts are not well suited to 
television. Ingnun gave Ihe example of 
the Big Bang which, though it is an 
intriguing subject, can only k explained 
in words since no images of the event can 
possibly exist. 

During the question and answer ix;riod 
following the presentation, Ingram was 
asked if IT programs like his own encour- 
aged ignorance. 

"Let’s say we put on some images from 
Ihe bubble telescoi» of stonns on the plan- 
et Uranus," he resiwnded. "How are we 
encouraging ignorance by doing this?" 

Another audience memkr asked what 
resironsibility a science student has to pro- 
mote public understanding. 

Ingram replied, "If you can convince 
[leople that it’s irossible to love nature, then 
I think you’ve accomplished a lot." 







CBA Question: 

This Time, It’s the Real Thing 

CRO rules that Council’s question is unclear, pro-CBA faction gets "yes" campaign 



Bv Jaime Kirzner-Roberts andJon Briber 

S SMU Chief Reluming Officer Paul 
Flicker rejected SSMU Council’s 
luiiended referendum (lueslion on the 
Cold Beverage Agra’inent Monday, calling 
it confusing and unclear. 

The dcfision to reject the question 
conies after weeks of negotiations iietween 
the Students' Society and a group of stu- 
dents that put forward its own question on 
the agreement. 

A Coimcil-miiended question siibiiiit- 
led last Thursday represented a compm- 
niise lietween the two sides, hut Flicker's 
difision this week ruled out the question as 
well as the student-initiated i|uestion, leav- 
ing only the first Council-initialed ques- 
tion on the table. 

Students will vole ne.xl month on a 
question that ask.s, "Do you authorize the 
Students’ Sa’icly of McGill University to 
enter into a long-tenn campus-wide cold 
lievenige agrevinent?" 

Flicker conceded that his decision to 
reject the .students' question was not opti- 
mal, hut he also said the compromi.se 
(juestion was not a clear one. "The election 
co-ordinators said that it was ;ui unclear 
mnendc'd question....! saw definite jiroh- 
lems with overruling a student-initiated 
question, hut running a referendum is a 
costly and lime<onsuming endeavour for 
the Societ)', ;md I beliese it's optimal to get 
the clearest result." 

He added that the studenl-iniliale'd 
question touched on the Students' Societ\’’s 
financial dexilings, which c;m't lie put to 
referendum in a student-initialed question. 

But François Tanguay-Renaud, Law 
Students' Association reiiresenlative on 
SSMU and a leader of the anti-CBA forces 



as well as the student-initiated question 
campaign, says he was outraged by 
Flicker's decision this week. 

"I’m furious with him right now," said 
Tanguay-Renaud, pointing to Flicker’s ini- 
tial approval of the student-initialed riues- 
tion three weeks ago. "It’s unacceptable 
that the CRO makes a judgement and then 
goes back on it....Why would he now 
change his mind after the deadline 
piLssed?" 

SSMU Prc“Sidenl Andrew Tischler is 
pleased with Flicker's decision. Tischler has 
maintained all along that both the stu- 
dent-iniliatc-d (|uestion :uid the iunended 
Council-inilialcal question would confuse 
students, and would not give the Students’ 
Sa'iely a clear mandate. 

lie called the first Council-initialed 
question, which was ujiheld this week, a 
fairer question. ";\nd fairness, in tenus of 
the question itself, is the goal here,” 
Tischler said. "It’s the he's! question stu- 
dents can [Kissibly have on the issue." 

Tischler said the compromise question 
agreed on in Council last Thursday was 
slanted and strategically drafted, so that 
those opiKJsed to the CBA could run a "yes" 
campaign. The question read. "Do you 
opiKise the SS.MU’s participation in a cam- 
pus-wide exclusive Cold Beverage 
Agrci'iuent?" 

"The question was a negative question, 
so if you felt 'yes' you voted 'no,' which is 
mally odd and not in the best interests of 
the eledorate," Tischler said. 

"But I think the stuàmls had tremen- 
dous success," he added. "They sought a 
referendum on tlie issue and they got one. 
It's a success for them. They wanted to give 
students an opiwrtunity to choose on the 
CB;\. and that’s what they’ll get.” 
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"This smells of patronage," rebutted 
Tanguay-Renaud, adding that the question 
that now stands is at least as biased as the 
one voted on last week. "There's a problem 
with how the SS.MU referendum pra'css 
works." 

But he says the anti-CBA forces have no 
plans to challenge .Monday’s ruling and 
further bog down the real issue with pra’e- 
dural concerns. "Wliat nmls to hap|K’n 
now is the real debate." 

;\nd while he fads let down by the 
process to dale, he says he remains confi- 
dent that next month’s referendum will 
reveal strong student o|ijiosilion to the 
Coke exclusivity di-al. 

“A third of students have already taken 
a stiuid against it and one thousand more 
have signed a |ielition to lake it to referen- 
dum," he said, referring to the Post- 
Graduate Student Society, which has 
refused to participate in a deal from the 
get-go, and the hundreds of students who 
signed |ietitions to endoise the student-ini- 
tiated question. 

"This is only part of the campaign," 
Tanguay-Renaud added, referring to ongo- 
ing plans for jicster cimipaigns, yietitions, 
and a visit to .McGill from Naomi Klein, 
Canadian author of the reamt book A'o 
Loiio. 

Debate this wa’k also surrounded early 
Guiipaigning by the SS.MU and anti-CBA 
forces. Flicker look issue with a raent 
ex|xmsive ad c-mipaign by SSMU, as well as 
a kiosk set up in the Leacock building by 
the CBA opponents, both before campaign- 
ing is sup|X)sed to begin. Following negoti- 



ation .Monday, the two sides agreed on 
tenus for the remainà'r of the cuiipaign, 
but a PGSS ad canijiaign that began 
IMesday caused further problems. 

Flicker asked PGSS to sloji the c:un- 
paign and said Ibat an ad placed this wak 
would count against tbe 
anti-CBA campaign’s 
advertising budget. ' 

But Tanguay- 




Renaud questioned Flicker’s effort, noting 
the PGSS CiUiipaign was licing run inde- 
ixmdenlly and not in conjunction with the 
other anti-CBA cuiipaign. 

"PGSS can run whatever ads they want. 
There’s no reason the undergrads should 
be penalized for the 
actions of third 

^ parties." 









The Jonas M.and Sadie Rennert 

League ToKoh Sniôy Fuognam 

Lets you earn... 

—while 
I you 

rmSSMlsu m learn! 



7 - 








Summer 2000 



Located In the Heart 
of the Cataklllel 

Women’s program 

'Shatoh Center P 

Men’s Program 

'SlTaloh Center r 

Call for program dates. 



.JONAS M. ANO SADIE RENNERT 



Ivy league ToKahSiü^ Pnxpujo) 



;,:k program is a siimulaiing. 

hi I !■ challenging, and unique summer 

W fellowship in Judaic Studies for 

Hi university students. Once again this summer, students from across Nonh 
»j' America and around the world will have the opponunity to live and learn 
lorah Judaism in a scenic Catskill mountain setting. 

The Ivy league Torah Study Program is Nr Mn tah™».»., cMdct 
all-encompassing, giving participants the *•'’'’1 KsttW HkM 
opportunity to learn in a totally Jewish 

environment. Students will explore the BroeUyn, Nm fork 11213 

relevance of Judaism in every aspect of their l-BOO-SMKFJE or 718-73S-0210 
day ' from why it’s imponam to eat kosher to to! 7 18-738-4AS8 
studying the foundation of Judaism (the Torah). www-tt.TSf,erg 

Students receive rexjm, board and a fellowship of $ 1 ,800 while attending an 
intense program of studies. Biblical studies. Hebrew language. Jewish ethics. 

Jewish law £r customs. Jewish history, Talmud. Chassidic philosophy, tutorials and 
independent study projects are just pan of the curriculum of study.. Admission is 
based on a sincere interest in exploring authentic Jewish heritage, and on academic 
excellence. The program is open to students who have minimal or absolutely no 
background in Jesvish studies and observance. 



3702-3704 boul. St-laorent 844-6211 



Spersor eO Dy Tne Materai Ccmmttee (or the Funherarxte of Jewish EOucatüxi 
Maaa cxjssc.'e cy a grant from Ira Leon anairgeoorg Rennert 



The McGill 










The'McGill DÀîly 



Éùfflü IXXXIX Number 52 

- - . ^ -y. , . if..- • 



ctlildriiil nfriccs; 

.<l.SOMi'T.ivisli SL.Kin. IIIH 
MoiiIrmI Q(; HM IV) 
plwiK', il i..V)8.()7»l, f;L\: il l„V).S.«J18 
l'iiuil: mcKlIlibilyC'' hulniall.cuin 

hiisini'ts and advcrlisiii); oiïicc: 
.i|}«)Mi;T.ivjsliSl.,Kiil 1)07 
,M(mln.Mlg(; IIMIV) 
plioiii-. il i.m()7'X). fx\: il i..V)8.8il.S 

cii-ordiiialiiiK cdiliir: 

JA.S()N (lllOW 

co-iirdiiialin); news cdiliir: 

lits IvHKinr 

cu-iirdinaliii); ctilliirv cdiuir: 

(i.AHK li.()K):s 

news edilurs: 

Jos HkickkkJaimr Kirznkr-Koiu-r'r 

culture edilurs; 

ïmiR II.AR(iRiiAVKs, Kmily Rosenberg 

realures edilnr: 

Tal 1’INCIIE\8KÏ 

pruductiiin tuid dcsi);n edilurs; 

S.UJ.Y Warner, JwiesYai' 

cupy ediliir 

Zmiii Dgiiinskt 

phiilu edilurs; 

(lÉLlNE IIeIMIECKER, I’IERRE-;\1.AIN PaRFONII 
ufTice manager; 

Mark Maton 

cnnlribulurs; 

Au-:\ Ail ETT, .Miuieijj; Dean, Matoda 
C iAwoR, Colin Ceorge, Raoi'L Gehert, 
Ricky C. Gorihin, S, ami ILakim, I>a 
Jacüb.son,Jüsii Kirsiienbiat,Jason Lee, 
S.ARI Ia»ng,Joe Maris, Daaid “The I’od” 
l’OlXîüRSKI, CllARLELS RoY, UOREN Tf.NNEY, 

Reiko Waisgiass 

cuver design; 

Céline IIeinbecker, Sally Warner 

best herbivore in a supporting rule; 

(iFiiNE’s Bunny 

délit français; 

JULIFLN LaI'LANTE 

basiness manager. 

Marlan Sciirier 

advertising management; 

S.ASIIA Deciiene, Boris Siiftwa 

advertising layout and design; 

Cameron Cami'biol 

All conii’iiLs ® ’000 Daily l’iiblicatioiis Society. Ail 
riglits asemd. Tlie content of tills newspaper is 
the iu>|Miibibilily of llie McGill ILiily and docs not 
incuvNirily icpRSWit the views of McGill Univetsity 
or the SiihIhils’ Society of .AlcGill Uniwisity. 
Products or conip;uiiis aihvnL<«l In litis newspaper 
an’ not nins.irily endoryd liy Tlie ILiily's staff. 
I’nntnl by Patelle iS; Sinuib, Monlacd. (JuiIkv. 
The Dally is a founding memIxT of the Canatban 
liiitetsity Pass and Passe étudiante du Québec. 
PrinUtl on iO'.i. acyeleil paper. 

ISSN ll‘):- iliOS 

SulN'ripIions to Tlie D;iily aa' avall.ible for JfiO a 
year (70 is-suts). or S.i0 for half a tear. Contact 
the buslihss ami iKlverlising office. 

7/f Mcdill My inIcoiiM kllcrs to lly 
iilitnr ami iommonLi from ninlcrsoii our 
iirir. iWlkimlal Commentary /Hiyys. Letters 
shiild he amler yttO n onls. irhile llyile lUrts 
shoalil he Axr tl<an iOf) iivnii. Ihiise dro/i off 
stdimissinns m Sbatner H O.i or email thw to 
mcyillihiilyt!’ botmail.aim Itv My 
nseriw Itv rrfft to eilit for length, clarity, and 
/KKivWe liMlmci nr offenshv content. 






ers — 



l*l\Clli;VSKY A HHEATll OF FRFLSIl AIK 

It AA’iis a rufrusliing diange to ivad Tal 
I’inclievsky’s artido alioiil the US-inilialcd 
crackdown on internalional terrorism 
("SciTirity or Wilch-liunt?" I'cbriiary 
The mainslream media are salivating 
over wild theories aboiil how the "bad" 
i\rabs and so-called Islamic fundamenlal- 
ists are romning the world with dyntunilc 
in suitcase's to blow iip an\lhing and eveiy- 
ihing that conic's their way. 

The fact of the matter is that no solid 
evidence has ba’n produced .so far to con- 
vict the "bad guys." 

Abiiitl Hamid 
Ads U2 



llEiiGiois Message Misuiauing 

W’hile at the Currie Gjin the other day, 

I came across a poster promoting an 
upcoming inspirational spec'ch by a 
Montreal Alouettes football player. The 
event, which was scheduled to take place at 
the gATii, was sponsored by an innocuous 
sounding group called "Alhleles in 
/\ction." 

I thought nothing about the poster 
until 1 entered the change room, and was 
met by a larger, liandAvritten poster ta|K'd 
to the wall. Curious, I decided to find out 
more about "Athletes in Action" by run- 
ning a query on an Internet search engine. 

I quickly discovered that "Athletes in 
/\ction" is a missionary Christian group 
which targets athletes at both the |)rofes- 
sional and amateur levels. 

■|1ie ixKteis adA'ertising the s|)cech at the 
Currie G)in did not indicate that the event 
was k’ing run by a missionary Christian 
group intent on promoting its agenda. I fear 
that many iinsus|x.i'ling students might 
h:ive kt'ii trickl'd into attending this event 
without realizing the oq>anizeis‘ intent to 
propagate tlieir Christian view’s. 

In the future, the Athletics ;ulminislra- 
lion should take care to ensure that posters 
promoting such events are accurately 
lak'lled. The failure of the event organiz- 
ers to acknowledge their missionary agen- 
da only leads me to k'lieve that they irnag- 
int'd - iK'rhaps quite accurately - that 
fewer students would attend if the true 



nature of the speech were known. In 
Quek'c society, where atheism, new age 
beliefs, ;md |K’rhai)s even the sovereignty 
movement have replaced the dogmatic 
role of the Christian Church, one almost 
feels sorry for the uphill battle facing any- 
one trying to promote Christianity. 

Unfortunately, Athletes in Action’s 
"inadvertent" omission of its true identity 
and underlying motive only serves to 
diminish itscri'dibilitA'. Religious grob|)s on 
Gunpus have the |X)tcntial to greatly enrich 
student life at McGill. However, students 
should be provided with the necessary 
infomiation to make infomied choices. 

JomtllMtit Ikrlattd 

U'f Latr 



GM EOOUS .NOT A SOLimON 

Maria Pontes Ferreira's argument that 
foods which are genetically modified to lx: 
of more nutritional value will remixly the 
|)roblem of malnutrition in the Third 
World is predicated on the misconception 
that bunine and malnutrition are techno- 
logical, rather than |>olitical problems 
("G.M Food Opponents Should Consider 
Nutritional Benefits," February 10). 

The majority of |x,“oples in the prc- 
colonial era managed to feed themselves 
and might do so now, were this the "|)ost- 
colonial" rather than the "nt'o-colonial" 
era. Yet, due to our global (raid “neo-colo- 
nial") economy, nine out of 10 Mrican 
countries requesting food aid in 1983 wrc 
net ex|K)rters of agricultural goods. 

Solving the hunger problem in the 
Third World means allowing |K*as;mts to 
eat the food they grow. 

GM foods AAill nLYcr feed the world 
k-cause “the masses" will k forced to 
e.\ix)rt their GM crops just so they can afford 
the ver\' exjiensive seeds which aa* some- 
how supix)sed to solve their |)roblems. Since 
these new seeds will k patented and the 
jialents enforced by the WFO, it will k ille- 
gal for rice fanneni to save seed as the)’ have 
done for millennia, forcing dejx’ndence on 
mono|K)listic agribusiness conipanies who 
are far more interested in their own profit 
margins than in ending world hunger. 

GM itgricultute facilitates the jirivatiza- 
tion of life, which can only e.xacedtate, 
rather than end, malnutrition and bunine. 

Sli'ftlxm Bcitlky 
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SFBiM Wants to E.\cu:i)F. Us 

Having read The Daily over the |)ast few 
weeks, I have had the o|)|X)rtunity to notice 
the controversy surrounding the universi- 
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Your forum for all the latest campus scoops 



Even though break starts in less than 
-18 houre, the SSMU 2000 elections offi- 
cially kick off today. SlikI is still not really 
sure why that is, but the rumouR are flying 
bust and furious...Clara I’cron, signifi- 
cant other of current VP UniveRity <\ffaiR 
XaAier Van Chau, is running for, you 
guess-’d it, VP UniveRity AffaiR. It’s a big 
turtleneck to fill, but Slikl’s sun: she can 
do it. SlikI heard some nasty gossip that 
Xavier's goldnsh w.is also running for 
the |X)sition, forcing the neckwear enthusi- 
ast to make a tough decision. We doubt this 
is true, but wouldn’t it k funny if it 
was?...Aj)j)arently the Artist formerly 
knoAvn as Tischic was paid a visit by 
The Dark Lord of The Underworld 
k'causc of some dispamging comments 
Tischie made last wœk in The Daily. The 
Tischerooni told The Daily’s intrcjiid 
reporter that his administration’s bungling 
of the constitiution was a result of king 
"dcilt a bad hand." Our newshound took 
this to mean that Tisch was dealt a bad 
hand with regards to the constitutuion by 
previous executives. But no, T-dog sal's, 
that’s not what he meant. Apparently, it wsis 
just a general conijilaint, not directed at 
anyone in particular, and of course not 
The Dark Lord. Miether this will spare 
him more katings is uncertain....Current 
VT Snazzy Posters Malt Wyndowe is 



ty’s desire to increase its visibility in 
CEGEPs to attract Quek'c students. 

This project has met with criticism, 
esjK'Cially from Mr. Jesse Rickard, from 
Students for a Better .McGill. Mr. Rickard 
claims that such a jwliq’ would lead to a 
decline in the univcRity’s admission stan- 
dards. 

it seems to me, however, that Mr. 
Rickard is more capable of building far- 
fetched and imiirobable consj)iraq' theo- 
ries involving the evil sejiaratist Quekx’ 
government tlian of hiding his real goal 
driving hisoppsition to McGill’s pro|X)sal. 

Mr. Rickard’s group has rixently put 
leaflets on billboards across campus 
e.x|)ressing its desire to "make McGill jjri- 
vate," which leads me to sec Mr. Rickard’s 
o|)|)osition as |)art of a broader scheme to 



going unchallenged for the student sjmt on 
the lk)ard of GovernoR, which means that 
this iXLSition will k o|K'n to more candi- 
dates. Granted, Matt has alwais kvn cour- 
teous and polite to SlikI, has never 
referred to any Daily staffcR as any sort of 
bloodsuckers or parasites, and his 
generally done his job competently. 
However, The Daily fcaR for little Matt in a 
room full of big bad BoggeR...Slik'l lieaR 
that Jorg IPaidcr was S|X)lled at Ui Belle 
Province chowing down on good ol’ 
Quelxxois pouline. No word on whether 
fries, gravy and cheese curds will k j)cr- 
mitted in that whole Fourth Reich thing 
he’s working on over there in Austria. 

SmI your I'lvclioii slibd to 
slibd lamkr@l)olmail.com. 




On Track: Desmond lYitu, for 
receiving an honorary degree from 
UniveRity of Toronto. Hey, maik he’s the 
kind of guy who actually deseri’es an hon- 
orary degree? You think? Nah! 

On Crack: Education Minister 
François Lcgault chokes up on funding 
for just about everyone who asked. 



get rid of most Quekx students and fill the 
places with high-jraying international stu- 
dents. 1 le knows very well that in the event 
that McGill |)riv:itizes most Quekx stu- 
dents will have less ex|x:nsive options 
available at other univeRitfc, and thcre- 
forc‘ will study elsewhere. 

Students for a Better .McGill luive no 
place for Quekx students in their sclieme. 
Mr. Rickard should k honest about it. 

Stuknb for a Better McGill’s oj)|X)sition 
to McGill’s plan is not a matter of equality of 
opix)rlunity is Mr. Rickard cl.iiius it is; it’s 
the fiRt stej) towards the exclusion of those 
who, obviously, cannot or do not want to iray 
more titan thi'y do now. 

Akxandtv htijuiit 
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Apathy Rally by Channing Rodman 













CBA Secrecy Worrisome 



Mereiï Musing 
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1 went shopping for food the other 
daj^ ;■ ■ ‘ " 

Actually I went shopping for junk. 
But It makes me feel better to say that it 
was food. ■ ' 

I bought this caks-llke object, made 
by a hne Canadian corporation. On the 
outside it ^d, “Thstes like cake and ice 
cream." And I wondered to myself, if it is 
cake and ice cream, isn’t it suppôt to 
taste like cake and ice cresun? Why do 
they have to say what it will taste like? 

This made me think. If a food as sim- 
|)le as an ice cream cake is not what it 
seems, why shouldn’t we be afraid of alt 
the odd genetically modified foods that 
you kids are so upset about? 

(1 hare to report that the food did 
indeed "taste like cake and ice cream.’’) 

This reminds me of a product I once 
sampled, it was frozen fast food that you 
microwaved. You bought a kit that con- 
tained a cheese burger, fries, and a milk- 
shake. You popped the whole thing into 
the microware and then ate it. It made 
me wonder at the time, "Just who are 
these jicople who are so busy that the)' 
can’t eren spare the time to go out to get 
fast food?’’ 

At tlie time, this worried me, but i was 
younger then. Now I don't care. I actual- 
ly embraœ this sort of foolishness. 

My idea of a utopia would be, a place 
where every time you felt hungry, you 
could get up off the couch, fetdi yourself 
some high-fat, low-quality, yet tasty 
snack from tlic freezer, and then pop it 
into the microwave. 

This would be good. 'The only way it 
could be better is if the food was brought 
to your door by someone who sta)'ed 
around long enough to do tlie dishes. 

On that hai^y note, ! must be off- to 
eat I plan on eating some food with no 
real nutritional value from a restaurant 
that has questionable environmental 
liolides. 

And as a postmodern man, I will 
enjoy it completely. 



BY Mathieu Allaire 

T he CBA agreement has been both 
bashed and defended by a whole lot 
of people. And Lord knows we arc 
getting tired of the “We need the money" 
versus "Coke is evil” discussion. . 

However, most arguments for and 
against the CBA are not as direct as they 
could be. Here my aim is to try to explain 
why I am against the CBA, but by using 
two very simple and - I hoiie - evident 
reasons. Those reasons do not depend on 
the contents of the agreement, but are 
rather centred on the behaviour of the par- 
ties involved. 

First reason: the SSMU tried to hide it 
from us. Politicians (I dare add political 
students) play a game of "hide the proce- 



dures" when either a) they arc screwing us 
royally, or b) have already screwed up roy- 
ally. In Iwth cases, it's to our disadvantage. 
Last year, the situation was clearly in a), 
but thanks to llic pressure from student 
groups it has now evolved in b). 

A basic notion of democracy concern- 
ing elected members is that it is never riglit 
to hide infomiation from the iieoplc you 
are supi»sed to represent. To me, a iwlili- 
cian saying, “People don’t need to know all 
the details” is the equivalent of the dentist 
saying, "This won't hurt a bit" or of my 
folks’ redundant “Eat your damn vegeta- 
bles or you won't grow." People want to 
know the whole truth, not die candy truth. 
Manoeuvering in the shadows usually gets 
elected officials in serious trouble (e.g.jane 
Stewart). Yet it sccins no one learns the les- 
son. Which means lliat there still is a lot of 
stuff going on that we don't know about 
and that’s profiL'ible to our dear leaders. 

Second reason: Coca-Cola is a compa- 
ny. I’m not saying they’re the devil or any- 
thing, but let’s face it: their goal is making 
money. Now, if Coke were an altruistic 
institution devoted to the betterment of 



human riglits worldwide, I'd be the first to 
welcome tliem with open anus and a kiss 
on the clieck. But they’re not. Tliey would- 
n’t make a deal if it weren’t to tlieir own 
advantage. And their advantage, being 
money, will come straiglit from our own 
student ixickels. I have read examples of 
what liaiqiened to other universities tliat 
signed such deals (increase in advertise- 
ment and vending macliincs, renewal of 
the deal for free if tlie market doesn’t 
increase by a certain iierantage, etc.) Why 
should it be different tliis time? Just ask 
Zachsky what the effects are of giving a 
inono|X)ly to an entity, be it an individual 
or a company. 

There always are alternatives. An espe- 
cially interesting one was stated in Toby 
Heaps’ article in the Daily's edition of 
February 14. In his article entitled "Road 
To Hell Paved With Good Intentions," he 
pro|K)ses that tuition fees be drastically 
lowered, but that working graduated stu- 
dents pay a fraction of their salary to the 
university (an idea originally from James 
Tobin). Gratitude. Here’s a word you don’t 
hear often these days. 



Campus Eye by Piem-AUim Parfoml 










-aremvei 

O reiwrled 

/ I jlliat McGill’s service workers 
LÀ \J launched an unlimited strike. 
The union took action after a year of 
unfruitful negotiations on grievance pro- 
cedures, sub-contracting of jobs, job defi- 
nition, and workloads. Over 400 workers 
walked out, affecting the residence cafete- 
rias, maintenance, tlie computer centre 
and university mail. 



/ ^ years ago: The Daily reported 
/I I I that Quebec Premier Barrette 
TlVy invited McGill Principal Cyril 
James to a meeting at which ihe premier- 
explained a new plan by which Quebec 
universities would obtain a $25-million 
backlog of Federal grants. Quebec univer- 
sities had rejected Federal grants since 
1953 on the grounds that education was 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of die 
provincial government. 

^ years ago: The Daily rqxirted 
I'^l ^ ^ lielition 

V/Vy signed by 25 students, the 
Students’ Society would meet to discuss the 
activities of the Canadian Student Assemhly 
at McGill. The students who signed the peti- 
tion were concerned about CSA’s involve- 
ment at McGill and wanted to dissociate the 
school’s name from the organization. 



Write for 




ZACHSKY 

And Eat 
it Too 



A patient at a downtown Toronto hos- 

pltai goes crazy, threatens a doctor 
llwith a fake gun, and is shot to death 
by police. The Prime Minister personally 
allocates 1200,000 for awater fountain to 
be built in his home riding of 
Shawinigan - a fountain bis constituents 
never even asked foe 

The media go wild. * 

■ liGranled, shootings at ho^itals are 
rare, but the story behind the outburst of 
Henry Musaka and his death at the hands 
of Tbronto police was approached from a 
different angle, cutbacis to health care in 
Ontario and Quebec have so severely 
undennined the promptness of enter- 
gency service in hospitals that patients go 
crazy waiting hours for service. 

*1116 Toronto and Montreal media are 
literally obsessed with emergency room 
crowding. But despite what the reporters 
say and write, tlie "Emetgenq' Room 
Crisis" has been an annual event for 12 
years (trust me. I’ve got inside connec- 
tions). it’s just that now, forsoine reason, 
the media have decided to make it big - 
features, special online forains, and top- 
of-lhe-line stories week after snowy week. 

The same tiling’s happened with the 
Human Resources Development Canada 
"scandal." Suddenly, someone cauglit on 
to the fact that federal ministers - PM 
Chrétien Included - spend public moneÿ 
on questionable "development’’ projects 
In their own ridings (and here at McGill). 
The media aied out in shock, fury, and 
dismay. How could tlie Liberals so frivo- 
lously squander ta.xpayer’s money? , 

Time to wake up, people. It’s not just 
about the Liberals, and it’s not just about 
the yw 2000. Rewarding loyal voters has 
been a mMnstay of politics since dmioc- 
racyr vàs invented by the ancient Greeks. 
US President Andrew Jackson fired 20 per 
cent of the fe^ civil service when he 
came to power in IB^ and replaced them 
with loyd supporters. Former Nova ^tia 
prexràer John Savage had to resign 
because Iw refused to reward his support- 
ers with patronage appointments. 

So wlieri the PM doesn’t even see any- 
thing wrong with single-handedly fun- 
nelling }200,000 to build a fountain in 
Shawinigan, sure, we can cry patronage. 

But fet's remember why we’re doing 
this: not bccauré it’s wrong but because 
the media have prompted it Because 
they’ve told us wliat the news is, and wliat 
we should be outraged abouL Unless we 
look to alternative news sources part of 
the time, we’ll never know the irâl pic- 
ture, and Rupert Murdoch and Conrad 
Bla:k will continue to control how we 
per^ our world. , . - {j 
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Almost 30 years later their story remains untold 



IJvTALPiNaiB’SCT 



O n May 2, 1973, tliree former meni- 
k’rs of the New York City chairter of 
lire Black Panther Parly were 
slopiKtl on the New Jersey TYirnpike for 
what w;is filed as a “faulty tail-light.” 
Shortly after, a shoot-out ensued dur- 
ing which Werner Poster, a state trooirer, 
was killed. Along with Poster, Zayd Malik 
Shakur, one of the fomier Black Panthers 
in the vehicle, was also shot and killed. The 
two remaining ex-Panlhers in the c;ir, 
Sundiata Acoli and 
Assata Shakur, were 
wounded. 

Poliowing the 
shoot-out, tx)th /\ssata 
and Sundiata were 
convicted for the mur- 
der of the stale irooiier 
and other related 
charges, and were 
sentenced to life in 
prison. This is how 
Sundiata /Ycoli's legal advisors recount that 
night’s events. 

Pew could have fathomed the a'ries of 
events that would follow this conviction. 
The result of these events would baonie 
one of the gre;it and untold civil rights sto- 
ries of our lime. 



The Story of Sundiata 



As fur Sundiata Acoli, he remains in a 
New jersey prison to this day. In 199i 
Sunhdiala apjieared iK’fore the New jersey 
State Parole Board and was denied parole 
and iLssigned a new parole hearing in 
2(M)6. According to his attorneys, Joan 
(iihhs and Plorence Morgan, up until his 



most ra'enl parole hearing Sundiata had 
maintained a “charge free” record for 
eight years and had been given outstand- 
ing educational and work re|)orls. 

In denying Sundiata his op|)ortunity for 
parole, the parole board concluded that 
there remained a substantial likelihood 
that Sundiata would commit another crime 
if released. The reasoning behind this con- 
clusion was Sundiata's affiliation with the 
Black Panther Party and characterization 
of himself as a “imlilical prisoner." 
Sundiata's stale of affairs is summa- 
rized by Gibbs and 
Morgan: “Sundiata is 
being held in prison 
because ofhisimd his 
supiwrlers’ Pirst 
Amendment-protect- 
ed beliefs and activi- 
ties,” they write in ;m 
online letter pub- 
lished on the inter- 
Silrid Bamlctuii (centre) ■■'I'ljg j^script of 

k'lpeil A'i'uita Sundiata's telephonic 
parole hearings and the board's decisions 
also make clear that the parole bo:ird has 
predetennined to deny Sundiata his jiarole 
in violation of his right to due process of 
law. No evidence exists that if released on 
parole, Sundiata, who is now 62 years old, 
will embark on a life of crime. The puqx).sc 
of prison, except in the instances in which 
barbaric punishment of death is ini|X)sed, 
is sujiirosed to be rehabilitation, not torture 
and revenge." 



Assata 



Uliile Sundiata Acoli has sened what 
m;iny consider an unjust sentence for some 
26 years, the fate of Assaüi Shakur has taken 



a miraculous turn over that same period. 

Like Sundiata, Assata Shakur was 
sentenced to life in prison for the events 
that transpired on that fateful May 
evening. The sentence imposed upon 
Sundiata and Assata stemmed from a 
trial many disputed. Assata had been 
serving a life sentence in a New jersey 
prison when, in 1979, she escaped and 
then sought jiolitical asylum in Cuba. 
Active asylum was granted by Cuba and 
Assata remains there to this day. 

Assata Shakur recounts these events 
in a letter addressed to the Pojie during 
his visit to Cuba two years ago. In the let- 
ter, Assata slates, “To make a long story 
short, I was captured in New jersey in 
1973, after being shot with both arms 
held up in the air, and then shot again 
from the back. 1 was left on the ground to 
die and when I did not, I was taken to a 
local hosiiital where 1 was threatened, 
beaten, and tortured. In 1977 1 was con- 
victed in a trial that can only be 
described as a legal lynching. In 1979 I 
was able to cscaiw with the aid of some of 
my fellow comrades. I saw this as a nec- 
essary step, not only because I was inno- 
cent of the charges against me, but 
because I knew that in the racist legal 
system in the United Stales I would 
receive no justice. I was also afraid that I 
would be murdered in prison. I later 
arrived in Cuba where 1 am currently liv- 
ing in exile as a |wlitical refugw.” 

The reasoning behind this gross mis;!])- 
propriation of jwwer, according to this 
s:une letter, lies in illegal government oiier- 
ation known as COINTBLPRO. This US 
government initiative is described by Assata 
as “a program that was set up by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation to elimi- 
nate all political opiwsilion to the US gov- 
ernment's i»licies, to destroy the Black 
Liberation Movement in the US, to discred- 
it activists, and to eliminate potential lead- 
ers." As a Black Panther and a Black 
Liberation Anny leader during the early 
1970s, Assaui Shakur certainly would have 
ban a t:irgel of this FBI COINTELPRO 
oiKration. 

In a conversation with The Daily, 
Hennan Ferguson, a colleague of /\ssaia's, 
friend of the late Zayd Malik Shakur, and a 
political exile in his own right, shared his 
impression of the young, strong Assata 
Shakur. As Ferguson says, “I remember her 
as a young girl back in the sixties when she 
baame active with the Panther group. I 
left the country and baame a fugitive just 
as she was baoming :in activist. Viliile I 
was in exile in Guyana for 19 years, I 
always heard about how highly revered she 
was by the BLick Panther Party.” 



Breaking the Story 



Assriki Sixikur esailxd from prim and fled to Cuba in I97S 



Sundiata Acoli is serrinp a life sentence for a murder Ik says Ik didn I commit 



Wliile the story has received little to no 
attention by any media outlels-altemative 
or otherwise-lhc face of this story changed 
somewhat two years ago when Ralph 
Penza from NBC news in New York did a 
highly publicized story on Assata Shakur. 
The two-pan exiwse mounted to Ihrœ and 
a half minutes, of which Penza actually 
occupied more time on scran llian Assata. 



The story disrupted llie Assata cause and 
has made certain proiwnenls of this cause 
far more reluctant to siieak with the media. 
One such example of this is Sofia Buchari, 
a friend and fonner colleague of Assata 
Shakur, who told the Daily, “Since the 
dimpling piae on A.ssata on NBC, there are 
not a lot of jieople that will talk about 
Assata, and now she is not giving inter- 
views." 

In one of her most raent interviews, 
Assata Shakur laounted how she res|wnd- 
ed to Cubans asking about her background. 
Regarding this question, Assata says “I tell 
the tmth. I say I’m a iwlitical prisoner from 
the United Slates who is living here in exile. 
That’s not uncommon. Tliere are many 
ix»ple here from Chile, 

Guatemala, Nicaragua, 

El Salvador, and other 
places who have ban 
granted political asy- 
lum. Cubans understand 
that theirs is a country 
that provides sanctuary 
for pajile flaing 
oppression." 

Referring to his last 
conversation with 
Assata, around 1988 or 
1989, Ferguson says, 

"We compared notes on 
our exyieriences in exile. We discussed what 
is going on in the United Stales. The only 
thing lliat we can do here for her is [icrhaps 
prove that her conviction is based on 
unlmlhs and her carar as an activist.” 

Key Marlin, another fonner friend of 
Zayd Malik Shakur who has inteviewed 
Assata Shakur in [xirson, shared with The 
Daily what little is known of Assata and her 
escajw from prison. Regarding the escajie, 
Martin says, “No one is really talking about 
it. Mutula Shakur, lYipac's father, is in 
prison for her escajie. He has ban in prison 



since 1986 on a conspiracy charge and tlu 
conspiracy includes the conspiracy K 
break /\ssaia out of jail. I believe he am 
Silvia Baraldini were the only ones charget 
in her escai». And that was based on thi 
testimony of a slooly and it later turned ou 
that this Slooly got off a murder rap ir 
doing .so." 

Referring to /Vssata’s new life in Cub: 
and the incident that forced her to flee 
Marlin s:iys, “I don’t know what job slv 
has there. The Cubans h:ive given he 
asylum and safeguarded her. I know sh 
went to the university there. 1 w:is a gooi 
friend of Zayd :md their only crime w;i 
driving while bhick. The pas.scngers ii 
their c:ir were unamied. So who shot th 
slain officer? I 
my opinion, ht 
trial for his mui 
der w;is a cove: 
up for the f:u 
these he was slu 
by the gun of 
|K)liceman. In tli 
end, she was rai 
roaded by an al 
white jury in 
conviction th; 
should never ha' 
hapjiened.” 



Poem for a Frie.nd 



For Sundiata Acoli’s birthday last ye: 
Assata Shakur sent him a [loem that, in 
tragically serene way, brought the two 
them back together. Part of the |xxau rear 
“I remember your smile, bright as tl 
sun’s e.xplosion, wide as the arms 
Yemaya, Daj) :is a gushing well of kin 
ness. Slow like the dawn of raognilio 
quick like the wit of observation, clear 
the logic of common sense, I rememt 
your smile." 



“Their Only Crime was Driving While Black” 






Social Upheaval On the Horizon? 

Cynicism, iow expectations among participants in Quebec Youth Summit 2000 



ByJULIEN LtfLMfTE, DÉLIT FRANÇAIS 
TRANSLATïD BY JaSON CHOW AND JaMES YaP 

Wliere in the world can one hoiie to 
reach a consensus on a multitude of differ- 
ent subjects - empIo)ment, education, 
social equality, unions, and business - in 
the same room? 

In Quebec, of course, where the govern- 
ment has organized the Quebec Youth 
Summit. By assembling 70 youth organi- 
zations, the summit will attempt to create a 
dialogue between different placers. 

“The summit’s prinicipal objective is to 
foster the development of a more ojicn, 
equitable Quebec, and one that will better 
integrate youth," explained the summit’s 
official website. 

The conferences, which will take place 
next week, will lie structured around four 
main themes: employment, education, 
social equality, ;md “o|x;ning uji to the 
world." 

To make for an orderly and focused 



agenda, the organizers have already con- 
ducted regional workshops during last few 
months to allow the public to voice their 
opinions. 

However Eric Morin of the National 
Youth Committee, a sub-committee of the 
National Committee of Unions (CSN), 
decided only recently to particijiate in the 
summit. He was reluctant because of his 
ex]x;rience with the pre-summit proceed- 
ings, which were supiiosed to allow ynuth 
to voice their message. 

“There were certain groups which 
would have liked to s|)eak, but the)' were 
not given the chance," Morin said. 

The CSN announced this week its deci- 
sion to participate at the summit, but said 
that it would refuse to discuss tax cuts or 
debt reduction. 

"Thre are certain subjects that do not 
liertain to the Youth Summit, and those 
include macroeconomic,” said Morin. 

Daniel Baril, jiresidnt of the Quebec 
Federation of Universit)’ Students (FEUQ), 



underlined similar sentiments. 

“We do not want a summit about tlte 
economy,” said Baril. “The funds should be 
used to help youth and it’s because of that 
that we can have some im|X)rtant goals 
met, notably reinvestment for univeisitics.” 

Student groups and unions do not want 
the private sector to iinixise tlieir agenda. 
“The private sector gets a lot but gives 
nothing,” Morin said. 

The interaction between left-wing 
organizations and representatives from 
private industry are making it [wssiblc to 
talk on sensitive issues, is it possible to 
talk about reinvestment in education, like 
the FEUQ wants, without touching on the 
the tax-cut and debt issues? According to 
the leftists it is. 

But looking at the list of those invited, 
which includes members from the Quebec 
Chamber of Commerce and the Quebec 
Manufactureis Alliance, it seems that the 
ulimate goal is to indentify what needs to 
be done so that youth are better equiiiiied 



for life, leaving room for tensions to flare. 

The Quebec Workers’ Federation 
(FTQ), which has )'et to decide if it will 
send a representative, has said it exjiects 
few results to come out of tlie summit. 

“First of all, we’re not interested in 
going," said Jaques Théorct, a spokcsiier- 
son for the FTQ. “We’re not naive, we don’t 
exjiect to change the world." 

Thcoret’s opinion is shared by the 
Movement for the Right to Education 
(MDE), which was not invited by the gov- 
ennent. This will not, however, present 
tlicm from inviting themselves. 

“We were one of the first organizations 
to op|X)se tliis summit, just like for the 
socioeconomic summit," says Melissa 
Hamel, MDE’s director of communications. 
“We will be there protesting, and hoixifully 
we'll be able to imiiede the summit." Tlte 
MDE is hoping to rally enough protcstcis to 
shut down completely all the summit’s 
scheduled, “a little in the spirit of [the 1999 
protests in] Seattle," Hamel declared. 



The MDE believes that the deck is 
stacked against the student associations 
that will be attemhmee: FEUQ and the 
Quebec Federation of College Students 
(FECQ). "The invited parties were consult- 
ed in advance, consensus has been pre- 
established," asserts Hamel, recalling that 
the tuition freeze was granted largely 
because of the mass strike movement initi- 
ated by the MDE. 

However according to TliL^rêt of the 
Quebec Workers Federation, the FTQ will 
not be held hostage by the government if it 
chooses to participate. “We can alwa)'S 
walk out of the summit, which would hurt 
the government,” he explains. 

McGill’s SSMU, which nomially 
favouR lobbying, has been gnmted observ- 
er status at the summit, and will lie in 
attendance. SSMU President Andrew 
Tischler, however, is not overly enthusiastic 
about pros|iects for the summit: “I think 
it’s a shiun," he dadartnl at hist Thursday’s 
SSMU meeting. 
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COORDLNATED BV BEN ErREHAND 

Céline Heinbecker 



T he Daily is proud to 2000 words. Poems should not store on Milton, Richard King, co- p 

announce the 2000 edi- exceed 2 pages in length. Essays owner of Paragraphe bookstore, ^ 

tion of the Daily Literary and short stories must be double and Michael Harris, poetry editor ^ 

Contest. This year's contest is a spaced. for Véhiculé Press. m 

revival of a proud Daily tradition Entries should have a cover page P 

from the 1940s, 1950s and early with the following information: The Prizes 

1960 s. Past winners of tlie contL*st name, year and program, phone There will be a first, second, ^ 

have included Leonard Cohen and number, e-mail, aiid a brief biogra- and third prize in each category, ¥ 

Irving Laylon. The contest features phical sketch to be published witli for a total of nine winners. All win- ^ 

three categories: poem, essay and winning entries. ners will have their entries pub- 

short story. lished in the April 3 issue of The ^ 

The Judging Daily. First prize winners will 

The Rules Upon receipt, all entries will be receive a $25 gift certificate from 

All entries must be received by 5 coded and names will be removed. Paragraphe books, a gift certifi- r|i| 
pm on Friday, March 17, 2000 in The contest will be judged by cate for 5 beverages at the McGill ||ï 

tlie box in The Daily’s office in members of both the McGill and Café, and a McGill Daily t-shirt. [?i| 

ShatnerB- 03 . The contest is open to Montreal literary community. Second Prize winners will receive [5i'( 

all McGill students. All entries must McGill judges will include English $20 dollar gift certificates from the fit; 

be typed on 8.5x 1 1" paper. Essay professors Nathalie Cooke, Robert McGill University bookstore . 

entries must be no more dian 1000 Lecker and Brian Trehearne. Other Third prize winners will receive a 

words, and may be on any topic, judges will be Adrian King- selection of books donated by 

Short stories must be no more tlian Edward, owner of The Word book- Véhiculé Press and Chapters. 



fi 


g 






■ 






f® 














B 








g 






s 


n 




ÉWji 










« 


s 


m 


1 


i 






The McGill Daily - February 17, 2000 - News p.^rre-Aioin Por^nd Pierrg-Aioin Porford 




ILxtnnw rif(bl-tritiK Imderjor)' Hukkr talks to tlx mvdkt in Montrval on Wvémlay 

Jorg Haider 
Visits Montreal 

Media frenzy surrounds Austrian leader 



BY Ben Errctt 

C ontroversial Austrian leader Jorg 
Haider paid a surprise |>ersonal 
visit to Montreal yesterday, causing 
a local and national media frenzy. 
Haider was staying at the Kitz Carlton 
Hotel on Sherbrooke and Drummond, 
and by five o’clock re|)orters and cam- 
eramen were huddled by the entrance of 
the five-star hotel waiting for Haider’s 
apiK'arance. 




The Austrian Embassy in Ottawa 
denid knowing alx)ut Haider’s visit, s;iy- 
ing that they only heard about it from the 
media. 

”1 know absolutely nothing about this 
lieyond what you |)eople have told us," a 
spokesman for the embasssy said. 

"Mr. Haider does not inform us of his 
jiersonal travel plans." 

Foreign /Affairs Minister Lloyd A.xworthy 
has said that he had no notification of the 
visit either. 

"He cerUiinly has a right to visit," 
A.\worthy told [wliticians yesterday. 

“But it was not done on our invitation 
nor was it apixirently done with the knowl- 
edge of the /Austrian government." 

Several media reports yesterday said 
that Haider requested 
tour the 
Holocaust 
was 

access hut a 
spokeso^'oman for the f 
Holocaust Museum 
.said that no such 
reque.st had been 
made to them. 



Several reports also reported that 
Haider is ex|iected in Toronto today. 

Mark, an organizer for Anti-Racist 
Action Montreal who doesn't use his last 
name, said he was dismayed that Haider 
was even jiemiitted in Canada. 

"His mere presence in the country is 
not something Canada customs should be 
proud of.” 

Moshe Ronen, National President of 
tlie Canadian jL’wish Congress, agreed. “It’s 
probably not right to 

bar him from 
entering this coun- 
try," Ronen told CBC 
News yesterday, "But I 
think what is impor- 
tant is that 
Canadians speak up 
and tell Mr. Haider 
that he is not wel- 
come here, that his 
views are not wel- 
come here." 

.Haider’s Freedom Party garnered 
enough sup|)ort in an Austrian election 
earlier this month to become part of a 
coalition government. His rise has 
focused international attention on the 
country and Haider. The Austrian 
leader’s hardline views against immigra- 
tion and statements downplaying Nazi 
atrocities have been called reminiscent 
of fascism under the Third Reich. 

Canada has joined a number of 
countries in the international commu- 
nity in cutting diplomatic ties with 
Vienna. Earlier this week, members of 
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra said 
they would refuse to travel to Vienna to 
play a number of concerts slated for 
next month. 



Denied Funding 

New music building omitted from Ministry's List of Projects 



BY David Podcorski 

A fter five years of promises. The 
Quebec Ministry of Education has 
omitted a pro|X)sed new building for 
the McGill Faculty of Music from their 
agenda, putting the project on hold indefi- 
nitely. This startling omission comes as 
nothing less than a slap in the face to a 
Faculty whose resources remain drastically 
underfunded. 

“The government assured us it would 
be put on their list," said McGill Principal 
Bernard Shapiro. “[The Music Faculty] 
feels a desiieratc need for the facilities." 

Tlte list in question is the Ministry of 
Education’s Capital Spending Projects for 
the year 2000. Hie new building was initial- 
ly proiKised in 1995, and a substantial 
amount was put forward for its completion. 
Originally, the government was exjiected to 
have |iaid half the cost of the new edifice, or 
fifteen million dollars. The remaining funds 
were to have come from the private sector. 

The current music building, at 555 
Sherbrooke, was originally designed for a 
faculty of five hundred students, and is the 
largest and fastest-growing music depart- 
ment in Canada. There are currently over 
six hundred stuà’nts taking music couises 
there, in luldition to approximately one 
thousiind students enrolled at the McGill 
Conservatory of Music -located in the siune 
building. 

“The government never gives a red 
light," said an irate Don MacLean, 
Associate Dean (/Academic) of Music. 
“Either it hides liehind the treasurv or it 



delays its res[X)nsc. In diis case, after sever- 
al years, the government finally gave its 
apiiroval. We were given every indication 
that the project was moving forward." 

The Ministry of Education was unavail- 
able for comment at the time, and the 
Principal’s Office is still awaiting their offi- 
cial resiwnse. Recent press releases reveal, 
however, that there is money available but 
is being allocated elsewhere. Last month, 
Education minister Francois Legault 
unveiled plans to sjxind $2.2 million on a 
primary and secondary school gymnasi- 
ums in Saint-Esprit and Saint-/Alexis-des- 
Monts, $29 million on two primary schools, 
a secondary school, and a professional 
training centre in Blainville, and a $7 mil- 
lion incentive to CEGEPs and universities to 
increase tlie number of students in infor- 
mation technology programs. 

Dean of Music Richard Lawton stressed 
the urgent nred for funding at a time when 
the music faculty is unable to house its stu- 
à’nts. “Tlie question is one of timing." lie 
empluisized. “I was o|)timistic even before I 
was dean... Now we have even had to 
decrease enrollment simply because of lack 
of sp,icc." Uwion claims die current strain 
on the building is Liking iLs toll, as it is in 
use around the clock. A lack of floorsiiace, 
studios, library resources, classrooms, audio 
and com|)uter equipment, and concert ven- 
ues are all probleias which plague die 
administration. Ironically, this decay enen 
stems to be reflated in the structure iLself, 
as the widls themselves are crumbling due 
to water damage. Liwton sains unable to 
explain the nitionale for the govemmenfs 



daision. “ft’s frustrating - [the capiLil proj- 
ects plan] should have ban released in 
Ajiril, but was delayed until januiuy. Ideally 
it should be uixLitcd every year. I don’t know 
what hajipcns in the interim." 

Students and faculty are hoping to sway 
the government’s daision through a letter- 
writing campaign to Premier Lucien 
Bouchard. Forty music professors have 
already written to the premier’s office, and 
it is estimated that four hundred students 
have sina written to voiœ their disap- 
proval. ’The response has ban very good," 
dalared Sage Finnan, music reivresenLitive 
to SSMU. The president of every stuànt 
assaiation signed [a letter), and so did 
everyone on SS.AIU. This conajit of a myih- 
ical music building that will never exist 
really translates into a negative attitude.” 

"1 think it's ridiculous," agrod leonie 
Wall, a music student who sent a letter to 
Bouchard. "To not include us wlien they 
said it was a major conam is nothing less 
than offensive." Some students are more 
teniiiored in their resiionsc. “Governments 
are’ more likely to fund faculties that pro- 
duce concrete gaxLs, rather than something 
like arts or music,” argue-d Ben Kwong, 
imother musician. ’" 11111 ' want something 
to which they can attach a dolhu- figure- " 
But despite this setback, the music fac- 
ulty is still confident in iLs ability to remain 
a world-class school. /Aa'ording to instru- 
mentalist Katy Mdoiighlin, "No matter 
how much the government underfunds it, 
great music will still come out of the build- 
ing. They could set fire to it and we would 
still k* an excellent facultv." 



String of False Alarms Spark Ire, Not Fire 

Fatal New Jersey fire has residence officials wary of false alarms 



BY iJ.A Jacobson 

A t approximately 4 o'clock in the 
morning of Februiuy 5, 200 residents 
of Gardner Hall were were treated to 
the first of what would be a string of false 
fire alarms. 

Over-sensitive panel sensors that were 
insLilled raently as a part of the fire safety 
upgrade projat are being blamed for the 
rash of alanns that live san up|ier resi- 
dence students forced to evacuate their 
buildings nine times in the last two wak- 
ends. 

"It’s an awful pain," said one student 
who was forced to evacuate the building in 
his bathrobe during one of the false 
alanns, "It shouldn't be taking them so 
long to fix the system so that the whole 
building doesn't have to be evacuated every 
time someone toils water." 

“1 think [K-ople should to allowal to 
make jieanut butter and jelly on toast .it 4 
in the morning without waking up 200 
[leople," said a Gardner resident. 

But Dirator of Residences Flo Tr.icy 



says she has s|x)ken with enginaR and 
that the jiroblem should to fixed this wak. 

“It is a matter of getting the sensitivity 
regulated. . .and of getting the new system 
oiierational," she s.iid. “We should lie able 
to bum our toast without false alanns 
going off." 

She says the concern now is the 
impression that many resitonts have when 
an alami goes off that it’s probably false. 
“It is im|X)rtant lliat we don't have jieople 
thinking that there is no need to le.ive,“ 
she said. 

Much of die aèiiinistration's anxiety 
has emerged in light of the recent domiito- 
ry fire last month at Seton Hall University 
near South Orange in New Jersey. Prior to 
the fire that killed three students and hos- 
pitalized 58 students, false alanns were 
common at the residence. A New Jersey 
newspaixir re|iorted that the students at 
Seton Hall had grown accustomed to slap- 
ing through fire alanns, and even went to 
such lengths as to hide under beds or in 
closeLs to avoid being forced out of the 
building by residence assisLints. 



Though these concerns have lieen 
voiced in residence since the alanns liegan, 
many studenLs have k*gun to ignore the 
bells.’ 

“Last night we were watching The 
Simpsons when the fire alann went off, 
and we wanted to see who was going to 
die [on the show], so we just closed the 
door to the TA' room while everyone else 
went outside," reixirted one student, “and 
everylime 1 come back in from [an 
alann) I sa people in the hallways, and 
you can tell that they were not just out- 
side". 

Other students assure th.it they will 
continue to evacuate during the fire drills, 
but do so reluctantly “I don’t sa how I 
have any choia," said one. 

"Yeah, I’ll kap leaving," said another, 
“but only baause I’ve heard they can fine 
us if we don’t" 

/And Tracy says that residence officials 
.ire encouraging residents not to Like any 
chances. “Please leave; please don’t t.ike a 
risk," she said. “It’s better safe than sorry, 
and we never know." 



i 





uv Tvliîr Har(;re,\vi:s 



N,\.me: Hugh Segal, Presidenl of the 
Institute for Research on Public 
Policy. He ran for the leadenihip of 
the Progressive (lonsers'ative Party 
of Canada in 1999. 

Puce: L’Orchidée Chine 

Restaurant 

Topic: (iangsta Rap 

Daily: Qiiif’sta mf) is a modern, 
urban phenomenom that often uses 
crude knpuane that objectifies 
iroinen and encourages violence. Is 
this new form a continuation of 
new music overturning old conven- 
tions, such as rock-and-roll in the 
I'ifties, or something different? 

Hugh Segal; I tiiink that it is nclu- 
ally quite different. I think it relates tu 
an urban cultural reality that is, in 
some res|K'Cts, a product of disinterest 
and neglect on the part of public poli- 
cy It is a legitimate pluralistic expres- 
sion of a cultural view which has legit- 
iinacT and value. The fact that it is 
offensive only indicates that not all 
cultural expressions correspond to 
what conventional society is comfort- 
able with. You wouldn't want to ever see 
it censored. You wouldn't want to see 
the state be negative on it because to do 
so would only be to create issues of fair- 
ness and justice around what arc now 
simply questions of individual esthetic 
preference and judgement which in a 
pluralist society you don't want to 
diminish or dilute. 

Daily; Does it luive a negative 
infhamce on path who listen to it? 

IIS; .\ly own sense of young [teople is 
that they have the judgement and the 
balance to sort out what's of value and 
what's excessive. In the context of what's 
artistic, on occasion some things might 
strike some people as excessive and 
might strike others as quite appropriate. 
So I don't think th.it we should Iv run- 
ning around protecting jteople's ears. 
That is not the kind of society I would 
want to live in Ixx'ause you get back to 
who decides whose ears niH-'d jirotccting 
and what they need to be protected from. 
And there is no apjtropriate answer to 
that so I’m gl.ad to let the markeljilace 
and individual taste determine what 
works and what doesn’t. And I'd be deejtly 
troubled by any intenention by regulato- 
ry bodies that diminished this particular 
mode of expression and its ojprtunity 
to k* heard. 

Daily; Cr/H )'o« envision a neces- 
sary point at which regulatory bod- 
ies would have to step in to limit it? 

IIS; We have some laws now around 
libel, jrrofanity, and hate literature 
which ajiply to any and all e.xpfessions 
whether they be music or written. We 
also have the Charter of Rights which 
protects individuals’ rights to free 
expre.ssion. Hut I think that you want to 
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Hugh Segal discusses General Tsao's chicken and Gangsta Hap 



have protections on both sides. You 
don't want to have a particular rule 
brought in for gangsta rap that might 
have not been used for Lady 
Chatterly’s Lover many decades ago. 

Daily; Gangsta rap originates in 
the US and there hate been cojiycat 
groups here and in Europe. Do )vu 
see a sfKXific reason for why this 
aggressiiv articulation has arisen in 
this way? 

IIS; It’s a universal fomiat and one 
that you can hear in jtarts of the 
Caribbean and in urlran centres across 
the world where there is a concentration 
of people of Afro or Caribkan back- 
ground. It is probably, in jiart, a reflection 
of what works as a cultural expression. 
And it reflects a particular circumstance 
which in many cases has been very very 
difficult and very very ojipressive and very 
very negative. I think that also, in a more 
productive w,iy, a desire for a particular 
group of our fellow Canadians to express 
themselves in a cultural frmne of refer- 



haven’t heard much of it. What I have 
heard on occasion has struck me as 
very disengaged from the reality in 
which I live. But I can imagine that 
all kinds of things that I say or do 
could seem very disengaged from 
other jieople’s reality. 

Dally; So you are not jmssing 
judgement on it. You just think that it 
is a natund progression; there is no 
inl)erent eiil in it and letting it go on 
is appropriate. 

IIS; Yeah, it's appropriate, i think 
that if someone were to say "I’m now 
going to cut an album of gangsta rap 
that is, in every single one of its cuts, 
going to glorify rajie or violence 
against women” then i think that we 
would find ourselves in a different dis- 
cussion. But, you know, as is the ca.se 
with nudity in films, the issue is, is 
that a legitimate part of our artistic 
expression or is it being done for gra- 
tuitous, puerile reasons? And I think 
that pc-ople will have their own views 



ence in which they are very very comfort- on that. We have laws that engage at 



able and which is very responsive to the 
particular reality in which they have lived 
and which is resonant in tenus of 
the lives that they see around ^ 
them. That is op|X)sed to the offi- ■ 
cial white version of life with ® 
which they may choose to dis- . 
agree. 



various levels and we don’t have to 
create any new ones. 



Requests 

Inheniity Students & Ibachcis 



Daily; Would you buy a 
gangsta rap album for your 
daughter? 

IIS; I’m at a stage in life where 
my daughter makes her own 
choices. If I bought any album for 
my daughter she would detcmiine 
immedi:itely that it w.is the wrong 
kind of music. The corollary ques- 
tion is that if she and her buddies 
enjoyed gangsta rap and listened 
to it, would I be troubled about 
them as human beings or in tenus 
of their judgement? The answer is; 
of course not. It is just one small 
facet of a large musical world that 
they have every right to enjoy. 

Daily; Do you like it? 

IIS; I want to be clear. I 



Education Ph^s.Ed Social Work 
Psjchologj' Recrcation.IVlcdicinc 
Busbu^ Admin. 

Coun.seIlont & Ooalified ln.s(redoR 
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Tennis Merbladiog Rockclimbing 
Volleyball ^rama'Ahs & Crafts 
Music. Ftm Service kcretaries 
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in association with 

Law Union 

and 

QPIRG McGill 

presents 

NAOMI 

KLEIN 



author of 




Taking Aim at the 
Brand Buiiies 




Wednesday, March 1 • 
McConnell Engineering 
Rm. 204 • 7:00 pm • 
Admission: FREE 



If Uncle Cam and 
Zaclisky got into 
a fight, who 
would win? 

* ■ .*''L 

Read them dnd 
Rnd out on page 7. 



OPTOMETRISTi 

Students are covered for eye exam and 
get S7S coverage toward eye glasses or 
contacts with their Health Insurance. 



•Eye Exam -Eye Glasses 
■Contact Lenses 

lUMEOtATELY AVAIUDLE ON AlOST PRESCRIPTIONS 

‘“40% off on all frames.” 

Vaud mm mis ad 

Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
153_5 Sherbrooke St. W. 

f comer Guy) 



933-8700 



NETTOYEUR-CLEANERS 



Student Discounts 
Same Day Service 
Tailor on Premises 
Open Sundays 



Richard Bookman 

PRESIDENT 

3590 Jeanne Mance 

(opposite MovieLand) 



(514) 843-7223 



ESPACE-- 
HAIRCRAFT 

coiffure 

273 Milton/Parc 
Montreal 

284 • 9114 



Motklay- Wednesday 11) ;uu-7 pm • 'niun>day-F*riday H) am-9 pm • SaluaLiy 10 am-6 pm 
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start Spreading the Word 

Ian Ferrier talks to The Daily about his new book and album, Montreal, and the winter 



byAlexA^iot 

T here couldn't have been a heller day 
to interview Montreal i»et Ian rcrrier. 
He is a adf-described winter iwet, and 
as 1 stiimhled over to St. Laurent boulevard 
through a February bli77iird, lines from iiis 
new album ke|il surfacing in my mind; 

VtiivT IS IT AiimrrTiiE ssow this mn 
That it sedis that it will never end? 

‘"I'he only thing that allows me to sur- 
vive :ls a writer is the fact lluil it gets cold 
here." He smirks, and laughs :ls he says 
this. It is .siiqirising to hear him s|K';ik. In 
IK'rson, his voice is softer and younger than 
the riiinhling tenor of his recordings. For 
all this wxvk's wealhemien and "blowing 
snow warnings," a much colder winter 
comes through Ferrier's words. 

ILylilodiiifi llml Man, liis new (’,D 
and hook at, distills winter down to its 
dtx'iK'st nights and most chilled im:igis. 
Thankfully though, there is tdways warmth 
to lx; found in the stomi through oixm 
doorways and |);Lssionate embraces. "The 
he:it in the face of all this winter we live 
through, that’s part of what drives this 
phice," he said of Montreal. It is eiiually 
true of his |)oelry. 

\M> in this ICEIHK .M) IIOISE r.M LISTEM.NG 
TO THE HI .MHIT. (IF SMIWI'LUl (illS 
St CKINC O.UtiEN .VM) FI EL OITSIDE .MY WINDOW. 

/\M) in the HEVT of this HEIIKOUM 
EVEKVWIUV'S GOT SOMEONE IN THEIR MUtrni: 

A ansuous opposition lietwcim our 
inner and outer worlds runs through most 
of the avenleen poems on lixplodinn 
Head Man. I’erfonned by Ferrier, the 
tr;icks range from haunting to comic, 
hacked by :i great band, including guitarist 
S;un Shalahi (of .Mol;Ls.as), some of the 
pieces are even catchy. This, I think, would 
plena I'errier. Co-founder of the Wired On 



Words record label, he is bent on appropri- 
ating “catchy," and any other words that 
usually mark out the territory’ of pop 
music. It is time, he says, for the greater 
jiopular consumption and appreciation of 
IKXîtry. 

“I have die greatest resjicct for aca- 
demic environments, but I think that there 
is an imiwrlanl place for jioctry outside 
thoa walls. I’m trying to make a place for 
it in everyday life. I think that is where it is 



McGill’s CKUT has been one of Wired 
On Words’ major supporters, helping 
Ferrier challenge the music industry on its 
own turf. So far, so good. Millennium 
Cabaret, a CD anthology released last year, 
topiied college radio charts in Vancouver 
and Montreal. Ferrier is gleefully sardonic 
about his recent successes. “It’s pretty 
remarkable for jxiels. We beat out the 
music - hurray! Oh, I shouldn't say that, 
the musicians will kill me," Ferrier jokes. 



sing, the music can be a crutch. You can 
be saying something ridiculous like 'doo- 
ahhh, doo-ahhh, she’s my baby’ and it 
will sound fine because the tune is so 
seductive. That’s the kind of thing 1 want 
to get away from. On their own, the words 
have to be much stronger." From a yioet 
that can make the word “machinery" 
sound like a dump-truck unloading grav- 
el, the power of words becomes self-evi- 
dent. 




Ian I'errier and hLx band will be laanchinp Exploding Head Man Ibis Friday aljailbouse Rock Café 



most iwwerful; you’re silting in your car, 
or you’re studying at night and all of a 
sudden you hear this voice.. And you don't 
categorize it, you just listen to it. That is 
when a good work is capable of really 
changing you. Ultimately I’d like to see 
this kind of work Ireing used by any radio- 
station. So you could pick up tlie latest 
Madonna, and the latest ixx;m, and play 
them back-to-back." 



Despite the jest, the com|)ctition is 
real, both in general and within Ferrier’s 
work. He admits that the pieces on 
Exploding, Head Man walk a tightroiw 
between music and text. /\lso, liecause he 
is aiming at a large audience, it must be 
lem|)ting to follow latonard Cohen, and 
start crooning. It is a temptation he wants 
to resist, “I’m more interested in the 
power of the words themselves. When you 



.MVailNERV THAT WOKE THOSE CONSTELLATIONS 
CIRCLING IN THE WATER HIGH ABOVE MY HEAD 
THE COLD FISH AHFHO.Aail.NG THE SI N 
GUTTERING IN MV THOl CUTS 

.Montreal is becoming recognized as 
the North /\merican capital of spoken- 
word. This Friday’s launch of Exploding 
Head Man is :m op|)ortunity to catch 
some of the scene’s elder statesmen. Other 



than Ian Ferrier and the Exploding Head 
Band, Alexis O’Hara, Fortner Anderson, 

Corey Frost, Catherine Kidd, and Jake 
Brown will all be jierfonHing. 

The launch alw marks the extension of 
Montreal’s words to the world. Recorded by 
CBC radio, the event coincides with the 
debut of Speakeasy, an internet poetry 
zine featuring works in Realaudio by many ^ 
of the evening’s iierfomiers, It can be 
accessed through the Wired On Words web- 1 
site at wNAW.wiredonwords.com. 

This is the bhi.ath or the last words j 

SrOKENIH BIILI.NG I'D THE FROZEN EVIDENCE 

OF LOVE I 

UKE NITROGEN IN GLASS i 

Tiying to bring the inteiNiew to an 
interesting close, I lookixi down my list and ^ 

stopired at one of the riskier ipiestions. : 

"What are.you trying to do by writing |Hjet- j 
ry?" 1 Hsked. It’s not a had (|uestion really, 
but sometimes it can come off as Hjo direct, 
or too broad. Ferrier shifted in his seal, and 
hrushed some of his dark hair from his | 
forehead, iiis eyes flicked away from me, i 

staring intensely off to the side of the table. I 
A door slammed. I iKstame uneasy. /\nd 
then looking up and smiling, he replied, 

"The sense of saying something that rings \ 
in your head forever. That’s what I’m I 
shooting at. Poetry has the power to 
change the way you imagine your world. If 
you are asking alx)ut wlrnt 1 ideally do. it i 

would be that. That is what the best [xk-ius ' 

have done for me. They’ve made me see 
beauty, ix)wcr, and mystery where maylw 1 
didn't sa' so much Ixîfore." ' 

Ibe Exploding Head .Man launch is 
this Friday at Jailhouse Rock Café (JO 
Ml. Royal Vi'esl.J Doors o/H‘n at Spin. 
Entrance k> 5S or I5S including the 
CD book set. V)e CD book tv aEo arail- 
able at the Word, Clmip Ttwills, Noise 
Ik’cord'!, and Mojo. 
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Only one newspaper 
brings you the northern 
Pikes, Hugh Segal, and 
raue culture... 
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...and the same paper 
giues you fries to eat 
while you read about the 
aboue. 
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Events 



Thursday, February 17 

Jody /\nker and Frienils will play at the Tlie Artishow, A873 St 
Liurent,9pm,$4. 

Friday, February 18 

"Finding Peace Anidst Civil War in Colombia," a laiure by 
Ste\e Law, will be held in Leacock 132 at 10:30 iun. 

Saturday, February 19 

CKUT presents B(X)M, featuring many CKUT artists, at 8:30 
pm at World Beat Club, 1590 St.-Laurenl. 

/\nti-Nazi Rally to protest the inclusion of Jorg Haider’s 
Freedom Parly in the Austrian coalition. Saturday February 19th, 
15h at 1350 Sherbrooke Ouest coin Crescent. 

TYiesday, February 22 

;\bsolutely no school today. You are free to enjoy yourselves, 
Procœd to the lower field for McGill Daily Appreciation rally, Free 
money will be available. No, not retilly. 

Wednesday, February 23 

"The Hidden World of Flies: The various habitats of flies and 
some of their veiy strange habits." Dr. Terry Wheeler, Dejiartmenl 
of Natural Resource Sciences, Redpath Museum, 7:30 pm. In con- 



junction with the .Montreal Field Naturalist s Club. 

Thursday, February 24 

Benefit for Anti-Racist Action. Petfonnances by piebald, the 
(kunn jiersonals and akiata at the jailhouse at 20h. $6 

Friday, February 25 

Montreal International Music Initiative (MIMl) will hold the 
New /\rtist Showcase featuring Ijcs Mannottes Aplaties, Line 3, The 
Undercovers, and Delta 666. At tlie jailhouse Rock Café, 30 Mont- 
Royal W. Tickets are available at the jailhouse, Kerozen, L’Oblique, 
and C’Deinenl 

Saturday, February 26 

Pro-Can Theatre presents, "THE SHOW", a siKwf on today’s 
IN Tidkshows, writlen/directed by Randi Lauren Cousineau. 
Saturday & Sunday February 26-27 at 20li30, Rosedalc-Quecn 
Mary United Church, Main Sanctuaiy, 6870 Terrebonne, NDG. 
$5.00 donation suggested. 

Volunteers Needed 

The Montreal Sexual Assault Centre is in urgent need of vol- 
untrers. Phone Anne Heenan at 9.34-0345, ext. 452. 
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The Realms of Perception and Normalcy 



Arts NDG exhibit showcase features four emerging artists 



BY Colin George 



T illing llie expression “iwlitically cor- 
rect," let alone everyiliing it entails, 
nauseates me. It is for this reason 
that things like the Body Image Seminar 
earlier this month, or art s1io\y’s alxnit [icr- 
ceptions of the body make me a bit wiry. 
But to anyone who shares my tot;d insensi- 
tivity, I a.ssiire you that the exliibition 
Visions of Ihi' Body, currently lieing 
shown at /\rts NDG, will not try to make 
you lielieve that Calvin Klein is the devil, or 
that big is beautiful. Rather, this e.\hihit 
shows a diverse mehmge of innovative 
work by local artists. Through photogra- 
phy, sculpture, and painting these artists 
e.\|)lore the realms of [lerception and nor- 
malcy. 

One of the more caplivatirige.xhibits in 
the show, intended to give artists in the 
NDG area the opimrtunity to explore the 
significance and |X)iential of the human 
fomi, was a series of nine iihotos by Patrick 
Saad called "Ktre de désir, désir de naîtm." 
The work was done using a process called 
Polaroid manipulation in which the artist 
took pictures and then burned the emul- 
sion as it tx;gan to develop. The æsult is a 
glorious, deliberate im|)erfection that turns 



against the trends of modem 
photography. 

While many artists are 
employing computers to create 
a slick, flawless, but essentially 
soulless product, Saad eschews 
any foreign interference and 
achieves a raw beauty. The pic- 
tures, like the title itself, 
resound with sjTnmetry, circu- 
larity, and pun. It is quite easy to 
get sucked into the individual 
images, and not notice that all 
nine fomi a single work that 
illuminates the relation 
between the bliss of the present 
and the desire for the eternal. 
The visual quality and content 
of the piece are an extraordi- 
nary combination. 

;\nother notable artist is 
Genevieve Chicoine who is dis- 
|)laying two contrasting tyjics of 
work. The first is a pair of som- 
bre, intense photos entitled "La 
I’leumuse," e:ich portraying a 
body in an awkward, anguished 
position. The pictures are 
blotched with a metallic, cor- 
roded patina that adds reso- 
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U 's see who blinks first 



g nance and dimension to olher- 
3 wise dark prints. Her other 
I pieces are more inviting than 
the first ones vJliich almost 
intimidate the viewer. Bnlitled 
"Les Vois Ferrées", they are 
blurred, grainy, black and white 
prints of a woman’s body under- 
water. Their image embrace the 
viewer with womb-emy, sensuali- 
ty, and carnality. 

The work of Alvin McIntyre 
juxtaiwses tlic familiarity of the ' 
body with striking, odd coloure - 
a technique that complements 
his effortless, expressive line 
drawings. IWo-of his pia’es are 
simple drawings of bodies, liginly 
shaded in blue or yellow. 1\vo oth- 
eis are accentuated figures on red 
and black backgrounds that both 
strengthen and isolate the fomis. 

To contrast most of the works 
which are either photographs or 
paintings, Mitchell Kotansky 
presents a collection of bronze 
sculiitures. Many of them are 
intimate and emotional pieces 
with names like "Sla’p" and 
“Mnbivalence." ilis other work. 



however, is cruder, more abstract, but at the 
same time, more visually apiieahng. One 
of these pieces consists of two stick figures 
fomied from several globs of bronze stuck 
together that stand atop four fcxil rods. The 
rough-hewn ap|)eal of these figures bal- 
ances the polished as|)ect of his other 
sculjitures which verge on plainness. 

Although most of the work was gor- 
gLOUs, 1 have to say that Suzie Pilon and 
Peter Baumgartner's work c:une across as 
bland. I’ilon’s scries of five drab prints enti- 
tled "Reflexion” lacked .real inspiration, 
and Baumgartner’s "5 moments of l.ibliey, 
1985" seemed iwsed and flat, l•■urlhem^ore, 
Patrick McDonnell’s piece entitled 
"Rouge," an acrylic painting of a man 
lient over against a bright red background 
was not very impressive. If the artist’s 
intent was to lx; garish and unpleasant, he 
succLvded. If that wasn’t his goal, well, the 
medium is probably to bbune. 

Finally, anyone who goes to this exhib- 
it just to see nudity won’t lie di.sappointcd. 
Apart from king technically well done, 
and visually ap|waling, etc., François 
Brunelle’s ’’Portrait" flaunts probably the 
most |x;rfect breasts that anyone has ever 
gawked at while trying to scorn ciiltuiod 
and arti.stic. 



CD Reviews 




Hostile 2000 
Dvns Ly Coirs Des Grvvus 
(Hostile Recukus) 

Hostile Records has a reputation. 
Initiated in 1996, the lalicl’s main objective 
was to bring talented artists without the 
neces-sary promotional resources into the 
proverbial s|xitlight. Hostile’s first compila- 
tion, lloslile Hip-Hip (1999), familiarized 
the world with the fresh sounds of artists 
like Arsenik, X-Men, Ste Strausz, Lunatic, 
and others. Since then, these. MCs have 
each released at least one album and have 
all earned their resiiective reputations. 

Hostile’s coinjiilation albums set them- 
selves apart by offering listeners new, 
unheard-of flavours for their funk. Hostile 
2000 - Dans La Cour des Grands isn’t 
faking it. With Calbo of Arsenik in charge 
of the production, several members of 
Hostile’s original line-up return on Hostile 
2000 in order to present us to tlie new gen- 
eration of sixitlight virgin MCs we’ve been 
dying to take a [leep at 

Calbo and underground faves 
K.Ommando Toxic exjilode . from the 
beginning, delivering bombastic vocals on 

I 

I 

i 



"Rrrap 2000.’’(\khenton (from bVM) teams 
up with newcomers Coloquinte, represent- 
ing Li Cosca. They offer a wise philosophi- 
cal flow that iienelrates eardrums like a hot 
knife cuts through butter. Iziok for these 
cats in u|icoming releases. 

Rockin’ Squat of Assa.ssin jircsents a 
young soloist by the name of ProphexT who 
lays out rhymes with inqieccable timing on 
the "Sombre Poesie" track, which also fea- 
tures a haunting organ melody comple- 
mented by short, choppy basslines, Cha'k 
"La Relève,” one of my favourite cuts off 
Hostile 2000. It features an eager ragga- 
muffin by the name of Black Renegat jiart- 
nered with Philo MC. These boys display 
skills and fluidity on the mic over a beat 
that’ll get everyone on their feet. Definitely 
a sekxta rewind. Other familiar heads on 
Hostile 2000 include Pit Baccardi, Busta 
Fle.\,and 113. 

Hostile 2000 stays goal-oriented from 
beginning to end, elevating underground 
hip hop into the light for everyone to see, 
hear, and feel. Tliis album is laced with 
pure, uncut hip hop that comes through 
rough and raw, bringing out its realism. 

Sami Hakim 




The Man Who 

Travis 

(Sony) 



Just when you thought we’d left 
txihind the Oasis sound with tliose stupid 
millennium t-shirts and sunglasses, 
Travis comes througli witli an album that 
reminds us of how it once was. 7he Man 
VH)o reveals the influence of Radiohead’s 
Thom Yorke, esix.xially on “As You Are," 
which could be a track on Ihe Bends. It’s 
no coincidence, therefore, that Nigel 
Godrich, the man who produces 
Radiohead’s albums, is at tlie helm in 
this production. . . . 

Widi this in mind, and knowing that 
Travis has toured extensively as support 
for Oasis, the rest of tlie piores just fall 
into place. But like all British ini|X)rts, 
there are some redeeming qualities to this 
album. It’s a great party album. Put it in 
the CD carousel witli 77;c Bends, OK 
Computer, and anything from the 
Plastic Ono Band (check out the fifth 
track, "The Last Laughter of 
the Uughter"), and you’ve got slow, 
moody ballads to last all night. 

Over across the pond, Tlravis was 
nominated for tliree Brit Awards 
(equivalent to die Grammys), includ- 
ing best group, and is up against tlie 
more revolutionary Gomez. Hje Man 
lW;o is also up for best album, chal- 
lenging Basement Jaxx, who are far 
from derivative. Nevertheless, all tliose 
Brits can’t be wrong. Travis is in the 
company of some heavy hitting bands, 
and speaking strictly in tenus of the 
album, Tlje Man Who is Inmiaculate- 
ly produced. Mixed over a span of six 
months, in just as many studios, this 
album is great for all tliose seeking an 
Oasis re-incarnate, or Radiohead 
stand-in. 

-Gate Flores 




Raekwo.n: On A Mission Of 
l.\lMOBIIARm’ 

On February 26, Wu-Tang Clan 
member, Raekwon, will liven uji Sona 
on tour for his latest LP, Immobilarity. 
Tills New York MC has built a reputa- 
tion as one of tlie finest criminal-logic 
storylellers in the game, ilis lyrics are 
laced with editorial slang which pro- 
vide an insiglitful [xirtrayal of inner 
city life. 

“The Chef’ as he is known, is fimily 
focused on attaining success as a solo artist 
and aims to suqiass the classic LP, Only 
Built 4 Cuban Linx..., which solidified 
him as a messenger of the "streets." 
Immobilarity displays Raekwon’s groyvth 
as an artist in his move to disassociate 
himself from his fellow Wu-member, 
Ghostface Killa, aiid produce another clas- 
sic LP on his own. The future’s briglit for 
tills artist who continues to please rap 
lovere with a raw yet truthful tone of voice. 

Raekwon keeps it "real" by singing 
with conviction. He uses his lyrics like a 
mother who uses breast milk to feed her 
child in leaching the youtli to become 
leaders and not followers of outlaw 



liehavioiir. 

He urges them to overcome harcLshijis 
or struggling times by focusing on sclf- 
growlh and figuring out their puriio.se in 
life. Raekwon sjX’aks of his ex|x;riences 
as a youth and passes on his survival 
motivatioas to the next generation. His 
life is definitely an on-going siiccc-ss 
story of aiming for higher ground. 

Raekwon was Ixirn in Brooklyn and 
grew up on Staten Island, New York. This 
was the birthplace of Wu-Tang and his 
introduction to raji as a jxietic art form. 
Rackwon’s street lingo develoixd from 
his hardshijis in those earlier yeare. Of 
those earlier da)s with other Wu-Tang 
members, he says, "We were basically 
freestylers, just go up in tlie .staircase, 
rhyme, and live off tliat legend right 
tliere." 

Immobilarity will be in effect at Sona 
where Raekwon will prove why he is one of 
the liest rap artists in the world. The Chef 
on sliuig says, "Shmg is slang, ni;m. Slang 
don’t have no beginnin’or endin'. Slang is 
just tlie fly shit that you make up. And 
everybody ain’t gotLi run with your word as 
long as you run with your word. 'Cause me 
and Ghost [Ghostface Killal, we consUintly 
make up new words. And he just street cats. 

So people can adapt to it. They see that, yo, 
we still Lilk with mad criminal slang and 
all that. That’s how I fœl about when I 
rhyme. My shit is clear, but I'm just 
slanged-out." 

-Kicky C. Gordon 

Raekwon plays Sona (1439 
Bleury) on February' 26. He will be 
the first major rap artist to perform O) 
here since the clock hit the year 
2000, and this mastermind of 
slang is ready to bring the "noise" 
in from N)'C. 
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The Realms of Perception and Normalcy 



Arts NDG exhibit showcase features four emerging artists 



Bv Colin George 



T iling (he expression “|)olitically cor- 
rect," let alone everything it entails, 
nauseates me. It is for this reason 
that things like the Body Image Seminar 
earlier this numth, or art shows alroiit |ier- 
ceptions of the Iwdy make me a bit wary. 
But to anyone who shares my total insensi- 
tivity, I assure you that the exhibition 
Visions of the Body, currently king 
shown at j\rts NÜG, will not try to make 
you believe that Calvin Klein is the devil, or 
that big is kautiful. Rather, this exhibit 
shows a diverse melange of innovative 
work by local artists. Through photogra- 
phy, sculpture, and painting these artists 
explore the realms of perception and nor- 
malcy. 

One of the more captivating e.xhibits in 
the show, intended to give artists in the 
NlKi area the opportunity to explore the 
significance and |wtential of the human 
fonn, w:ls a series of nine photos by Patrick 
Saad called “Btre de désir, désir de naître." 
The Work w'.is done using a process callerl 
Polaroid manipulation in which the artist 
took pictures and then burned the emul- 
sion as it k’gan to develop. The result is a 
glorious, deliknite imiierfection that turns 



against the trends of modem 
photography. 

While many artists arc 
employing computers to create 
a slick, flawless, but essentially 
soulless product, Saad eschews 
any foreign interference and 
achieves a raw k-auty. The pic- 
tures, like the title itself, 
resound with symmetry, circu- 
larity and pun. it is (piile easy to 
get sucked into the individual 
images, and not notice that all 
nine fonn a single work that 
illuminates the relation 
k’tween the bliss of the pre.sent 
and the desire for the eternal. 
The visual quality and content 
of the piece are an extraordi- 
nary combination. 

Another notable artist is 
Genevieve Chicoine who is dis- 
playing two contrasting tyiies of 
work. The first is a pair of som- 
bre, intense photos entitled “Li 
Pleureuse," each portraying a 
Ixxly in an awkward, rmguishcd 
liosition. The pictures arc 
blotched with a metallic, cor- 
roded patina that adds reso- 










\ nance and dimension to other- 
i wise dark prints. Her other 
f pieces are more inviting than 
! the first ones which almost 
intimidate the viewer. Entitled 
“Les Vois Ferrées”, they are 
blurred, grainy, black and white 
prints of a woman’s body under- 
water. Their image embrace the 
viewer with womb-cn\y, sensuali- 
ty, and carnality. 

The work of Alvin .McIntyre 
juxta|x)scs the familiarity of the 
body with striking, odd colouR - 
a technique that complements 
his effortless, expressive line 
drawings. 'IVo of his pieces arc 
simple drawings of bodies, lightly 
shaded in blue or yellow. 'I\vo oth- 
ers are accentuated figures on red 
and black backgrounds that kth 
strengthen and isolate the fomis. 

To contmst most of the works 
which are either photogniphs or 
paintings, .Mitchell Kotansky 
presents a collection of bronze 
sculjilures. Many of tbcm are 
intimate and emotional pieces 
with names like “Sleep" and 
“Let's see ii¥o blinks first" "Ambivalence." His other work. 



however, is cruder, more abstract, but at the 
Siune time, more visually apjxtaling. One 
of these pieces consists of two stick figures 
fonned from several globs of bronze stuck 
together that stand atoji four foot rods. The 
rough-hewn apyreal of these figures bal- 
ances the polished as|)ect of his other 
sculptures which verge on plainness. 

Although most of the work was gor- 
geous, I have to say that Suzie Pilon ;md 
Peter Baumgartner’s work c:une across as 
bland. I’ilon’s scries of five drab prints enti- 
tled "Reflexion" lacked real inspiration, 
and Baumgartner’s “5 moments of Libky 
1985" kvmed |wscd and flat. Furthennore, 
Patrick McDonnell’s piece entitled 
“Rouge," an acrylic painting of a man 
lient over against a bright red background 
WiLs not very impressive. If the artist’s 
intent was to k* garish and unpleiLsant, he 
sucaeded. If that wasn’t his goal, well, the 
medium is probably to blame. 

Finally, anyone who goes to this exhib- 
it just to see nudity won't k disappointed. 
Apart from being tcehnically well done, 
and visually ap|)caling, etc., François 
Brunelle’s “I’ortrait" flaunLs probably tlic 
most [lerfcct breasts that anyone has ever 
gawked at while trying to seem cultuaxl 
and artistic. 
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llusTiu; 2000 
D.vts L\ Coins Des Gra.sus 
(IIOSTI tE Recokus) 

Hostile Records has a reputation. 
Initiated in 199(), the lakl’s main objative 
was to bring talented artists without the 
necessary promotional resources into the 
proveriiial s|X)tlight. Hostile's first compila- 
tion, Hostile Hip-Hij) (1999), familiarized 
the world with the fresh sounds of artists 
like Arsenik, X-.Men, Sle Strausz, Lunatic, 
and others. Since then, these .MCs have 
each released at least one album and have 
id I earned their resiiective re|uil:itions. 

Hostile's conqiilation albums set them- 
selves apart by offering listeners new, 
unheard-of flavours for their funk. Hostile 
2000 - Dans Im Cour des Grands isn’t 
faking it. With Calbo of /Vrsenik in charge 
of the production, severid meinkrs of 
Hostile’s original line-up return on Hostile 
2000 in order to present us to the new gen- 
^ eration of s|R)tlight virgin MCs we’ve ken 
dying to take a jaep at. 

Calbo and underground faves 
K.Ommando Toxic e.xplodc from the 
Ixjginning, delivering kmbastic vocals on 



"Rmip 20(K).’’ Aklicnton (from IA.M) teams 
up with newcomers Coloquinte, represent- 
ing bi Cosca. They offer a wise philosophi- 
cal flow that iicnetnites eardrums like a hot 
knife cuts through butter. Look for these 
cats in u|x;oming releases. 

Rockin' Squat of Assassin presents a 
young soloist by the name of Propheq' who 
lays out rhymes with iiniieccable timing on 
the "Sombre Poesie" track, which also fea- 
tures a haunting organ melody comple- 
mented by short, choppy basslines. Check 
' “bi Relève," one of my favourite cuts off 
Hostile 2000. It features an eager ragga- 
muffm by the n;une of Black Renegal part- 
nered with Philo MC. These boys display 
skills and fluidity on the mic over a beat 
that'll get everyone on their fal Definitely 
a selecta rewind. Other famili.ir heads on 
Hostile 2000 include Pit Baccardi, Busta 
Flex, and 1 13. 

Hostile 2000 stays goal-oriented from 
k'ginning to end, elevating underground 
hip hop into the light for everyone to see, 
hexir, and feel. This album is laced with 
pure, uncut hip hop that comes through 
rough and raw, bringing out its realism. 

Sami Hakim 




The Mvn Who 

Tiuvis 

(So.nt) 



Just when you thought we’d left 
behind the Oasis sound with those stupid 
millennium t-shirts and sunglasses, 
Travis comes througli with an album that 
reminds us of how it once was. '11k Man 
WIk reveals the influence of Radiohead’s 
Thom Vorke, esiiecially on “(\s You Are," 
which could be a track on Vk Bends. It’s 
no coincidence, therefore, that Nigel 
Godrich, the man who produces 
Radiohead’s albums, is at the helm in 
this production. 

With this in mind, :md knowing tliat 
Travis has toured extensively as suppri 
for Oasis, die rest of the pieces just fall 
into place. But like all British imports, 
there are some redeeming qualities to diis 
album, ft’s a great jiarty album. Put it in 
the CD carousel with Vk Bends, OK 
Computer, and anything from the 
Plastic Ono Band (check out the fifdi 
track, "The Last Laughter of 
the biughter”), and you’ve got slow, 
moody ballads to last all nigbt. 

Over across the [xind, Travis was 
nominated for three Brit Awards 
(equivalent to the Grammys), includ- 
ing best group, and is up against the 
more revolutionary Gomez. Vk Man 
Who is also up for liest album, chal- 
lenging Basement Jaxx, who are far 
from derivative. Nevertheless, all those 
Brits can’t be wrong. Travis is in the 
company of some heavy hitting bmids, 
and speaking strictly in ternis of the 
album, Vk Man Who is imniaculate- 
ly produced. Mi.xed over a span of six 
niontlis, in just as many studios, diis 
album is great for all those seeking an 
Oasis re-incarnate, or Radiohead 
stand-in. 

-Gabe Flores 




Rsekwon: On A Mission Of 

I.M.StOBIL\Km' 

On February 26, Wu-Tang Clan 
member, Raekwon, will liven up Sona 
on lour for his latest I,P, lintnobilarity. 
This New York MC has built a reputa- 
tion as one of die finest criminal-logic 
storytellers in the game. His lyrics are 
laced with editorial sl:mg which pro- 
vide an insightful |iortrayal of inner 
city life. 

"The Chef" as he is known, is fimily 
focused on attaining success as a solo artist 
:uid aims to sunxiss the classic LP, Only 
Built d Cuban /,;«.v..., which solidified 
him as a messenger of the "streets." 
Imniobilarity displays Raekwon’s growih 
as an artist in his move to disas.socintc 
himself from his fellow Wu-memkr, 
Ghostface Killa, and produce another clas- 
sic I.P on his own. The future’s bright for 
this artist who continues to jilease rap 
lovers with a raw yet truthful tone of voice. 

Raekwon kecjis it “real" by singing 
with conviction. He uses his lyrics like a 
mother who uses breast milk to fax! her 
child in teaching the youth to become 
leaders and not followers of outlaw 



kdiaviour. 

He urges them to overcome hardships 
or struggling limes by focusing on self- 
growlh and figuring out their puqm* in 
life. Raekwon S|X'aks of his exjierieiices 
as a youth and passes on his sursival 
motivations to the next generation. His 
life is definitely an on-going success 
story of aiming for higher ground. 

Raekwon was born in Brooklyn and 
grew uj) on Staten Island, New York. This 
was. the birdiplace of Wu-Tang and his. 
introduction to rap as a [xx-tic art fomi. 
Raekwon’s strœt lingo develoixd from 
his hardshiiis in those earlier years. Of 
those earlier days with other Wu-Tang 
iiKuibers, he says, “We were basically 
freeslylers, just go up in the staircase, 
rhyme, and live off that legend right 
there.” 

tminohilarity will lx; in effect at Sona 
where Raekwon will prove why he is one of 
the best rap artists in the world. The Chef 
on slang says, "Slang is slang, man. Slang 
don’t have no tx’ginnin’or endin’. Slang is 
just the fly shit that you make up. /\nd 
everybody ain’t gotta run with your word as 
long as you run with your word. ’Cause me 
and Ghost [(ihostface Killa], we constantly 
make up new words. ;\nd he just street cats. 
So ixople can adapt to it. They sto that, yo, 
we still talk with mad criminal slang and 
all that. That’s how 1 fad about when I 
rhyme. My shit is clear, but I’m just 
slanged-out." 

-Kicky C. Gordon 

Raekwon plays Sona (1439 
Bleuiy) on February 26. He will he 
the first major rap artist to perform 
heiv since the clock hit the year 
2000, and this mastermind of 
slanp is ready to brinp the "noise" 
in fwm N\'C. 



A 







daily 

classifieds 

Ads may be placed through the Daily Business 
Olfice, Room B-07, University Centre. 9h00- 
14h00. Deadline Is 14h00. two working days 
prior to publication. McGill Students & Staff 
(with valid ID): S4.75 per day. 3 or more consec- 
utive days. S4.25 per day. General Public: 
S6.00 per day. or S5.00 per day tor 3 or more 
consecutive days. Extra charges may apply, 
prices include applicable GST or PST. Full pay- 
ment should accompany your advertising order 
and may be made in cash or by personal cheque 
(for amounts over S20 only). For more informa- 
bon. please visit our office or call 398-6790. WE 
CANNOT TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
PHONE. PLEASE CHECK YOUR AD CAREFULLY 
WHEN IT APPEARS IN THE PAPER. The Daily 
assumes no financial responsibility lor errors, or 
damages due to errors. Ad will re-appear free of 
charge upon request if information is incorrect 
due to our error The Daily reserves the right not 
to print any classified ad. 



HELP WANTE 



M^ter School of 
Bartending 

Bartending and table service courses. 
Student rebate, placement program. 849- 
2828, www.Bartending.com 



Seeking French speaking Dancers for 
European Internet service. Serious callers 
only. Various shifts available. 514-591-9558. 



Managing Editor/Contrlbuting Writers 
and Editors For National Fashion and 
Lifestyle Magazines. Send c.v. toll free to 
Vertex 1-877-435-7801. Or email: 
vertex@laurentides.net 



Metropolitan News 866-9227 1109 
Cypress St. New^apers & magazines load- 
ed with ads for jobs, business, apts, con- 
dos, etc. Needs someone to help at their 
leisure hours. Also student with computer at 
his convenience, Mac literate. 



Part-Time Research Assistant Respiratory 
Epidemiology Department seeks McGill stu- 
dent with computer knowledge. CV to Fax 398- 
8981 Info 398-6977 Julia. 

Need help with MS Excel for worksheet 
design and/or MS Windows 98 support. 
Fee negobable. Small jobs be email or 
phone, contact cheetah@lette.com. 

SUMMER CAMP JOBS 

Laurentians, June 27-Aug 16: Swim, Sail, 
Windsurf, Waterski, Canoe, Kayak, Golf, 
Gymnasbcs, Tennis, Basketball. Football, Wall- 
Climbing, Archery, Roller-Hockey, Baseball, 
Soccer, Arts & Crafts, Pottery, Beadmaking, 
Photography, Drama instructors, plus NURS- 
ING students to assist Camp Doctor. E-MAIL 
resume ronnie@generalion.net or fax (514) 
481-7863. 



Get Paid What You're Worth! Would you 
rather work at home, draw a great INCOME 
and offer products you believe in? Now you 
can. Discover what thousands of people know 
is tnre! Excel Canada offers you the opportuni- 
ty to become your own boss, and live the 
LIFESTYLE of your choice. Call Perry 
Narducci fo' more info. 820-7911 



For Japanese students, we offer the 
chance to work in a dynamic and enjoyable 
environment at our sushi bar in one of our 
prestigious restaurants. No experience 
required. Please fax you co-ordinates to 
288-1613. 



The McGill Daily 
Culture 



Is looking for writers, 
preferobiy with previous 
experience. Come to our 
next writers' meeting on 
Friday March 3 in 
Shatner B-03 

We are presently accept- 
ing poetry submissions at 
mcgilldailyahotmail.com 

.„and of course 
have an awesome reading 
week from the staff at 

Jhe'McÜïll Da?Ly 



WORDPROCESSING/TYPING -I 



uccess To AIT Students 

WordPerfect 5.1 Term papers, resumes, 

applications, transcription of tapes. Editing of 
grammar. 31 years experience. 
ll.25/O.S.P.(same day $1.50) 7 Days/ 
week. On Campus/Peel/ Sherbrooke. 
Paulette 288-9638. 



Word-Processing, Word-Perfect 5.1, Laser 
printer. Fast professional senice. Reasonable 
rates. McGill Ghetto. Bnatte 282-0301. 



NEED TIME TO RELAX? 

For some spare time while studying, call 
KATHLEEN'S BUSINESS SERVICES for term 
papers, resumes, reports, etc ift 514-487- 
1750 



LESSONS/COURSES 



TravelTeach English. 

5 day/40 hr MTL: July 17-2“ On. June 
5-9 & Oct 11-15. TESOL teacher cert, 
course (or by corresp.) lOOO's of jobs avail- 
able. NOW. Free Info pack, toll free 1-888- 
270-2941. 



Come and Practice your French with franco- 
phones • Bilingual Club I/2H/2 (450) 465- 
9128 

La Langatiieque: exchange your Inglisn for a 
language of your choice. Over 10 languages! 
Improve your skills and call 524-1 125. 



French Tutor- Literature- speaking, gram- 
mar, writing, very reasonable price. Success 
guaranteed. Experience teaching Literature 
and French as a second language, immersion 
and French in other countries. 526^296 




Isabelle Fahmy and Nalasba Szuber in harmony at Ibe JaillMiise Rock Café last uvek 



Pigeon-Holed With Success 

McGill band strikes balance between music and academics 






Beginners and Intermediate French 

courses. Only $90.00 for rlO weeks. 
Beginners - Tuesday nights. Intermediate - 
Thursday 19h00-21h00. In the neighbor- 
hood at the Centre Multi-Ethnique, 355 St 
Urbain. Hurry, classes start next week. Call 
872-0566 for more info. 



SERVICES OFFERED 

Georgio Tailor 

Specialist in repairs of all kinds-men & 
women-professional work guaranteed. 
Student discount 20%-30% off. Example reg- 
ular pant hem $4. 1 1 18 St Catherine West 
#406.879-5649. 



SIEN.A SI MMER Ml SIC 
INSTlTlTEiFlorencel 






Culture, language, travel, 
concerts, Credil/non-credit>5QEr 
Rome, Venice, 3 days in ~ 
Switzerland. Students, Grads, 
Professionals: July 1 7 to August 1 9, 2000 
Cost $1 ,885 U.S. Special low cost 
Charter (light; Write/call: 203-754-5741 
SESSIONE SENESE PER LA MUSICA/ARTE 
Director, 595 Prospect Road, 
Waterbury,CT 06706 
website; www.sienamusic.org 



BY ReIKO WaISGUSS 

T-TTThen Natasha Szuber and Isabelle 

\X/ ^ 

VV they stood out from the kids start- 
ing punk groups and ACyOC cover bands. 
Instead, they nurtured skills playing 
Indigo Girls cover tunes and performing 
live at local talent shows and walk-a- 
thons. 

Their commitment through the ensu- 
ing 10 ycats brought them to where they 
are now - a folk-rock band called Pigeon- 
Hole, now gaining exposure and respect 
throughout the Montreal music scene. 

In 1997, fresh out of CEGEP, Pigeon- 
Hole won a battle of the bands contest at a 
bar on the West Island, giving them Î1500 
of recording lime at LA Records. The win- 
nings were enough to record their first 
album, Natural Descent, which was 
released in 1998. 

Since the release of Natural Descent, 
Szuber and Fahmy have been joined by a 
number of guest artists - drummers, vio- 
lists, other vocalists, and at llteir latest gig, 



a saxophone player. For the last eiglit 
months, Pigeon-Hole has consisted of 
Szuber and Fahmy sharing lead vocals 
with Szuber on guitar, Adam Blinick on 
bass, and Wade Manricks on dnims. 

There is no doubt that Pigeon-Hole is 
making their way into llie limelighL 
Their venue credits include gigs at Arti 
Show, Tlie Yellow Door, Jailhouse Rock 
Café, CabareL Metropolis, and Edge Fesl 
'98, among others. They’ve also secured 
opening spots for big names like Jim 
Cuddy of Blue Rodeo, 54:40, Kinnie Starr, 
and Andy Stochansky. 

While their luck with gigs and good 
ex]X)sure couldn’t be better, Pigeon-Hole’s 
success is being held back by one major 
factor school. Szuber, Falimy, and Blinick 
are all McGill students battling degrees in 
physiology, education, and literature, while 
Manricks is at Concordia studying eco- 
nomics. Szuber admits that die band is 
"willing to take things further if die opiwr- 
tunity arises,” but for die moment, “it’s 
hard to take anydiing aside front school- 
work too seriously." 



Des|)ite 10 j’cars of experience, Pigeon- 
Hole still manages to look like a bunch of 
high school kids, albeit extremely talented 
ones, jamming in the basement of their 
suburban home. With surprisingly little 
showmanship, Pigeon-Hole modestly 
enjo)s their music and the applause with a 
quiet, almost nervous, stage presence. 

This is not to say they lack character. 
It’s not often you see a band led by two 
vocalists equally sharing the spotlight. 
Fahmy's wann lone and Szuber's some- 
what cooler sound harmonize well while 
remaining unique and identifiable. 

With influences like joni Mitchell, 
Suzanne Vega, and Ani DiFranco, Pigeon- 
Hole fils nicely into a folk-rock box. 
Playing original songs with die oaasional 
cover, Pigeon-Hole jams on up-beat, catchy 
tunes that are higliiighted by Szuber’s 
impressive guitar skills and Blinick’s dex- 
terit)’ on his upright electric bass. With 
more shows and a new album in die near 
future, I suggest )’ou check them out while 
they’re still indie so you can say, “I knew 
them when . . .’’ 



Philip Glass: Love Him or Hate Him 

Piano virtuoso to piay Theatre Maisonneuve 



BY CllLRLES Roy 



I f math could be lieard, il wuld sound like 
a Philip Glass composition. Just as in math- 
ematics, where the most jusenile of ideas 
can hide complicaled schema and fonnulae. 
Class's music often contains laj'er upon la)er of 
rli)lhmic complexity, beautifully intemoven to 
acliieve elegance and simpliciq’. 

Between February 24th and 26th, 
Theatre Maisonneuve will host a live [ter- 
fomiance by Glass and his orchestra of his 
soundtracks to the Godfrey Reggio films 
Koyaanisquatsi, Powaqqatsi, and the 
world premiere o\ Anima Mundi. 

Most famous for his work composing 
operas and iilm scores (including the one for 
The Tmman sliow), Glass's expertise and 
culting-edge musical idc.is extend far 
bcj'ond these two domains into sjraplionic, 
chamber, and even rock-st)'le music. Not sur- 
prisingly, die list of musicians and artists 
wlio count Philip Glass as one of their major 
influences is vast and far-reaching, and 
includes such names .is Bri:m Eno, Pink 



Flojd, and jean-Michel Basquiat. 

Glass has led an e.\citing life. After com- 
pleting musical training at Julliard in New 
York Cit)’, he studied in Paris under Nadia 
Boulenger. In Paris, a 
film-maker approached 
the young Glass and 
asked him lo Iranscribe 
some Ravi Sliankar film 
music for French musi- 
cians. Listening to 
Shankar's addiUve and 
circular rhythm tech- 
niques was a revelation 
for Glass. 

Finding ihe con- 
ventions of Western 
Eurojiean rhythms too 
claustrophobic. Glass finally cscajied 
Eurojie and lieaà’d for Asia .ind North 
Africa, it was during these trijis that the 
composer finally found his voice. 

Blending beaulihil qclic rltyllims and East 
Indian ragaswidi die madicmalical patlcmed 
regiments of Western styles. Class managed to 



create ritydimic complexity unlike most west- 
erners had ever heard. Tlie incessant laj'cring 
of rliytlim upon rhytlim in his early work cre- 
ated a bewildering effect whicli is bollt Iqpnot- 
ic and frenzied. Audiences of 
Ills early [xirfomiances often 
left Ihe concert tialls dishev- 
elled and exliauslcd, but elat- 
ed, as if they had jusl spent 
two houis silting in llic mid- 
dle of a s)'iicopaled qclone of 
swirling tcclinicolor numbets. 

Glass rejecicd scrialism 
and llie conventional 12- 
tone compositon style of 
his conlem|X)rarics and 
souglit new melliods of 
Philip Glass expression. He fomialized a 
style wltich lias since been dubbed "mini- 
malism." The technique is fairly simple in 
tlieory, but requires a trained malliemali- 
cal mind to execute projicrly. II involves 
tlie slow rhytlimic and hamionic develo))- 
ment of one or two simple melodies, or 
“cells,” played over and over again. These 



"cells" are calculated and then have otli- 
ers layered on top of lliem :uid even added 
lo each end. There is no limit to the num- 
ber of cells in a com|X)sition, nor are there 
rcstriclions to Ihcir length and rliylhm. In 
other words, llie reciiic for minimalism is 
lo add one cuji of melody and a jiinch of 
mailt lo 12 litres of rliyllim and orchestra- 
tion. Mix vigorously. Sail to lasle. 

Since Glass’ emergence onto llie musi- 
cal sœne, his work has been varied and 
has always left his audiences guessing. In 
1983 he conijioscd llie film score for 
Koyxumiufuaisi, which tnuislales as Life 
out of liaUmai. llie film has won awards 
all around lit world, due in no small part 
to llie brilliance of Glass’ score. Never one 
to be limited to a single genre. Glass has 
also produced rock and eleclronica 
albums which beg bollt the label 
“crossover” and die quation of what will 
come next. 

Philip Glass will be playing from 
February 24 to the 26 at Theatre 
Maisomieuiv. For information aill 790-ARTS 
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Rave On! 



Mireille Silcott's Rave America is an analysis of the raver subculture, its history, and its future 



iivjosii Kirsiilnhut 

^ ^ T f I can say ITii [«rfa'l ahoul any- 
I thin}>, I have perfect timing." 
Xlixplains author Mireille Silcott 
over a coffee at Hiiro Deli on St. Luirent 
Ixmlevard. 

"I got into the club life in around 
I9R7-88, when I was 13 to V\, and I just 
watched the wliole thing." 

Silcott’s involvement in the hurgeon- 
ing house scene, which rose from the xshes 
of disco and led to the ex|)losion of the rave 
scene, provided the inspiration for her first 
Ixiok, Rare America. Rave America is 
the North /\merican rave scene's first histu- 
r\' lx)ok, a IxMik perfect for ravers of all ages 
as well iis those with a passing interest in 
rave or the youth culture of the 90 s. /\fter a 
brief history le.s.son, it takes the reader on a 
trip to four cities or regions with their own 
distinct influence on North American rave, 
including the (lay Circuit. 

"When I was first approached to write 
the lx)ok, I thought I’m gonna do the his- 
tor\’ of house. NohiHly’s done that. So 1 
started researching and I got .so Iwred. So 
Ixired! 1 just S|x;nt the last four years writ- 
ing alK)ut hou.se and 1 didn’t really get to 
write about rave that often, kxiause it’s not 
the ty|)e of thing that gets written about 
because it’s not ’cool’ enough, or not 
’smart’ enough, or whatever. So then 1 said 
Tm gonna skip all that and I’m gonna go 
straight to rave.” 

Silcott, aged 26, went to San Francisco 
in 1997, one of the first cities in North 
Mnerica to have a real rave scene. In San 
Francisco she had such a good time that 
she decidcxl to write a book about the 
American rave scene. 

“Nobody’s written a book about 
Miierican rave bœausc they don’t think it’s 
worthy of the dissection. Well 1 do. So I said 
'Okay, I’m gonna write a book about the 
stuff that nolx)dy thinks a book should be 
written alxiut.’ ’’ 

/\nd out of this endeavour emerged 
Rare America. Silcott’s next destination 
wiLs Milwaukee, where she found the op|X)- 
sitc of the San Francisco scene, which 
makes up the most interesting chapter of 
the Imok, . Wliile San Francisco’s scene was 
about love, unity, and generally going back 
to the hippie ideals, Milwaukœ’s scene was 
harder. Milwaukœ’s ravers likc-d harder, 
frLster, meaner music, and preferred acid to 
a’stiusy, whicli led them to incoqiorate 
Satanism into their raves. 

"I knew that Milwaukee bad a real 
hitrd core, like the Gennan hard core, 
scene. I didn’t know the extent of it. I did- 
n’t know about the Satanism. I just hap- 
[lened upon that stuff when I was them. I 
was there for a week, and it was one of the 
spookiest, most interesting weeks of my 
life." 

Research on the topic also led Silcott to 
sunny Florida, to check out the scene in 
Orlando. As the Ixiok mentions, Orlando 
^ quite ixissihly had the biggest problem with 
^ drugs and drug-related deaths of any city 
in North America, hut the scene was also 
revolutionar)’. 

’’Orlando was one of the only places in 
the US that created its own rave sound that 




went with its rave scene. And again 1 didn’t 
know alxjut the deaths and the cni/)' kids 
and all that stuff." 

Toronto is Canada’s only representative 
in the kok, and also one of the biggest 
rave scenes in North 
America, esiiecially for 
jungle music. 

"If you actually 
exmnine the kok on a 
ver)' suiicrficial level, I 
actually view the trajec- 
tor)’ of all different t)ix;s 
of rave music and it’s 
done chronologically. I 
needed jungle. There 
wrisn’t a single city in 
the US that had a 
vibrant jungle scene, 
and Toronto wus right 
there, and I knew the)’ 
had the biggest jungle 
scene." 

Silcott also included 
the Gay circuit, not really 
a rave scene, but one that 
shams some similarities. 

"They travel on different 
arteries, but never quite 
ma’t. I thought it made 
an interesting contrast, 
how the same culture 
kcomes different with 
gay and with mainly 
stniiglit [Kople," she 
explained between si]» of 
cappucino. 

To make this year- "! don't Ihitik 
long trip, Silcott had to 
dip into her own finances. 

"I pul 10,000 of my own dollars into 
WTiting the book. Once I got into it, it w;is 
this craz)' whirlwind and 1 couldn’t stop. I 
think many journalists would have chosen 
to write the book without lra\elling to ever)’ 



place, but after having done it, I couldn’t sec to take more of an interest in these 

having written this book in the s;imc way." American teenagers. My outlook on 

So out of all the places Silcott went, Aiicrican youth has been forever changed, 
what was her favourite? /\fler thinking for a I’m not suqirised about the (iriumbine 
bit, Silcott’s eyes lit up and she answemd. shooting. 1 would have gone mental. 

Them’s this strange shroud 
of ’have a nice day-isms,’ 
but the underbelly is so 
dark and weird. Nobody’s 
re:dly happy. Culture shuck! 
But the kids were so won- 
They oi>cned their 
hearts and their houses. They 
were so happy that somebody 
in Orlando, thinking that 
their scene was imiwrlant." 
But there is an airofeyn- 
in Rare America 
the state of rave in 
Aiierica. Silcott sa)’s that the 
one thing that all these 
scenes have in common is 
quick dct'line, due to 
deaths at raves. 

"In a way, rave is a cul- 
ture of extremism. Once 
you’re dealing with those 
t)’ix5 of khaviour, you know 
drug taking and debauchery, 
is going to k some 
downfall. Tliat king said, the 
downfall that I write about in 
the book doesn’t even come 
close to the amount of joy 
that |XK)ple got out of the 
scene. There’s one person 
dies, which is horrible, 
rare isf>oing to die” predicts Mirielle Silcott, author of but there’s hundreds of thou- 
Rave America, in an intennew with The Daily, sands that didn’t." 

Rave, like any other cul- 



"Orlando! It was so fuckin’ insane! 
There are no sidewalks! It was so America. 
So un-Canadian. Ever)lhing was a ware- 
house. Big buildings in parking lots. No 
parks, no green, no nothing. It inspired me 



ture, especially youth culture is kund to 
have some deaths; it’s the lack of education 
as well as overexiwsure in tlie media that 
lead to tite distorted picture of raves and 
drug-related deaths at raves. Having said 



that, Silcott also klieves that there really 
can k no separation of the rave scene :md 
drugs. 

"The drugs created the scene to a cer- 
tain extent. It’s not all akut the music. 
There’s no getting around that. The entire 
act of raving w;is created because ecstiisy 
w;ls such a euphoric thing. It couldn’t k 
contained in small venues. People wanted 
to go out in the middle of fields and do 
ridiculous things. And the music has fol- 
lowed suit." 

Silcott sees a mixed bag regarding the 
future of rave. She sa)s that some good 
things are evolving and some bad. 

"The drug of the future is cr)stal meth. 
Aid ecslas)’ is a real fun hou.se compared to 
cr)stal meth, when dialling with addiction. 
CiT’stal meth is the fastest growing drug in 
North Anerica. I don’t think jx.’ople need E 
now like they did when I was a teenager. 
Villen I was a tivu it was recession. Kids 
needcxl a pick nie-up, like E. Now they 
don’t. When times are good, like now, the 
drugs |ieople choose are often things like 
coke, and crystal is more like coke. So I 
wouldn’t k suqirised if crystal is the drug 
of the next 10 years.” 

Being a veteran of the rave scene, 
Silcott has a jiretty good idea of where rave 
is going. 

"I don’t think it’s gonna get bigger, but 
I don’t tliink it’s gonna get smaller. I think 
it’s become an entrenched culture in 
Nortli Aiierica. I think that if rave culture 
can latch onto llie success that hip-hop is 
having now it will go a lot further. I tliink 
kids are gonna keep on drugging and par- 
tying, and this is just one more way to 
enjoy yourself on the weekend, which is 
fine, which is good. It’s more tlian I 
ex|iccted eight years ago. 1 don’t tliink rave 
is gonna die. And if it does it’s just because 
it morphed into something else. It’s 
evolved, just like disco did." 
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[ The McGill Daily has a treat for you! ] 




To celebrate the introciuction of Frite Alors! @ Grano, I 
The McGill Daily is offering its reaiJers a 
chance to go try Montreal's best fries... for free! I 
this coupon must be presented before ordering I 

in dining room only - cannot be combined with any other special offer | 

Valid Monday February 21 to Wednesday Febniary 23. J 




